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PREFACE. 



BThe first part of tliis volume was originally intended to 
Wlite a faithful transcript of addresses in the nature of 
t conversations with Sunday School Children ; the object 
' of which was not only to impart Gospel truth to ihe 
youthful mind, but to lead it to reflection and in- 
quiry for itself. However, upon reviewing the manu- 
script, such was the simple nature of its contents, that 
it was evident it would not bear publication, or at least, 
I that if printed, it would not be appreciated, except by 
thoae few who understand the nature of practical 
tuition. Under this impression three or four of these 
addreaaes ouly are given ; the remaining ones in tlie 
first part are thrown into a narrative forro, and are 
on subjects selected more from the especial interest 
attached to them than any other cause. 

The second part consists of Addresses to the Senior 
Scholars, tending to show the strength of the evidence 
upon which the truth of Christianity rests. It has been 
remarked that but comparatively few Sunday School 
Scholars remain to be teachers, and that as they advance 
in years, and mil witli the ungodly and profane, as they 
must necessarUy do in tlie varied avocations of life, 



many of them fall sway into indifference or infidelity. 
This, it is to be fcHred, ariees but too frequently from 
their inability to " gire a reason /ot the hope that is in 
them," which is the Datural result of a defective system 
of religious instruction. Ministers and Teachers would 
be more alive to tlie importance of this injunction of the 
Apostle if they would drop occasionally into Socialist 
Institutions, where they would find hundreds listening to 
(tatements and arguments opposed to godliness, and 
applauding them to the very skies. It is not surprising 
that those who have but a superficial and imperfect 
knowledge of the evidence of a Divine Revelation 
should be in danger of assenting to the tenets pro- 
pounded in those places, particularly as they are in 
general consonant to the inclinations of the natural man, 
and urged with zeal and plausibility. Christians, if 
they but saw it, could not help mentally exclaiming 
" Verily it is time for us to be up and doing." One of 
I flie most efiective means of preventing the dissemination 
I of Infidel and Social principles is to give the youth in 
I our Sunday Schools a sound course of instruction on the 
K evidences of Christianity. 
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ADDRESS I. 



My dear young friends, I have been requested to say a 
few words to you, and will do so with pleasure. It is 
no new tiling for me to coaTerae with children. I have 
often done bo, and on these occasions they used frequently 
to express great delight. I have heard them whisper to 
each other, " Here he comes, perhaps he will tell us a 
story;" and when I have been ahout to address them, 
their faces would brighten up, and they would clap their 
little hands for joy; but there is none of that to-day — 
there ia a great difference between the welcome you 
give me, and that to which I have been accustomed. I 
feel sorry, but 1 will not be down-hearted, for we are 
strangers, and shall he better acquainted by and by. 

Now, my dear hoys and girls, be attentive. To show 
liat you are, hold up your hands. Very well, now 
you may put them down again. I observed that some 
of you did not lift np your hands. Can the girls tell 
me how I knew that ? Come, hoys, you can tell. What, 
silence still ! Could I have seen with my eyes closed 1 
Children : No. Teacher : Then how did 1 know ? 
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Children : Because you f 
Then with what did I m 



Children ; Your eyes, 



Examination, — Then J have eyes ? Have yov eyea? 
Have all men eyes ? Have dags eyes 1 sheep ? horses ? I 
oxen ? fish 1 Has a uhale eyes ? 

Do you know what a whale is 1 It is a great fish, 
sometimes a hundred feet long, and so strong, tliat with 
a blow of its tail, it has been known to disable the 
Rtoutest ships. Tiie dam is noted for aSection to her 
young, which, unlike all other fish, she suckles, "When 
the Greenland whalera attempt to kill them, she will 
endeavour to protect them from the danger, and after 
they have been slaughtered, has been known to rem 
near the spot till she herself became the whalers' Ticdiq 




Teacher : Then a. whale has eyes ? And all animala I 
have eyea ? Children : Yes. Teacher : As far as we 
know, you should have said. But how many eyes have 
you ? Children : Two. Teacher : A dog t sheep ? a 
horse ? an ox ? a whale 1 Have all animala two eyes f J 
Children . Yes. Teacher : There now, you have for- \ 
gotten what I told you juet now. You should have said I 
" Yea, us far as 1 know." All animala have not two eye», I 

fly has not. You know what a fly is. See, there's I 
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one on tlie wall, and there's another. Look, there go 
twenty or thirty ! Look ' there they go bee ' see ' see ' 




A fly has hundreds of eyes ! You know what a but- 
terfly 13. Well, some butterflies have thoueands of eyes ! 
As many as thirty-four thousand six hundred and fifty 
have been counted in the head of one single butterfly! 
All animals have not two eyea, and it was wrong for you 
to say they had, without knowing them all. Take care 
to remember that for the fiitiire ; and now tell me, have 
all animals eyes in their heads ? CliUdren: Yes, as far 
as we know. Teacher ; That's right, I am glad that 
you attend to what your teacher says. Some animals 
have eyes in tlieir horns ? Would you like to know the 
name of any of them ? Children : Oh, yea. Teacher : 
But first tell me how I know all this ? Children : By 
reading. Teacher : Then reading is a good thing. 
But if I tell you everything, you will never want to read ; 
80 that it will be better, perhaps, to leaYe you to find it 
out for yourselves. 

There is another peculiarity about eyes, that we have 
notyetnoticed. Thecoloui is not always the same. Some 
persons have Ught eyes ; some dark, nearly black. 



"^ 
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Children : Yes ; blue, hazel, brown. Teacher ,- Quite 
right. Beasts have aJao eyes of different colours. 
Oxen have brown eyes, slieep water-colour eyes. 
Animals that have white akins have beautiful red or 
icarlet eyes, as white mice, for instance. Yoii know 
what a mouse is — that miechievoua little creature which 
nibbles away the cheese, and eats holes in the meal 
sack, when we are asleep in bed at night. If you were 
older you might ask me why the colours of eyea are 
different, and I might tell you the reason and deacrifae 
the formation of the eye, and many wonderful things 
connected with it, but this is not the proper time. If 
any child feela very anxious to know, let him try to get 
a book and find out himself, as I have done. 

Examination. — Can you name any beast that has 
brown eyet '{ What others have them of a leaier'Coloitr ? 
Which have beautiful red eyes ? What colow eyes A«o« 
oxen ? sheep? and animals with white skins ? 

Very well. Now, children, give me all your attention, 

05 I have somethinf; very particular to say. There is a 
great eye — there is a wonderful eye, about which, 
perhaps, you have never heard. Would you like Co 
know something about it 1 Children : Yea. Well, then, 
you must be very attentive ? Can you see in the dark ? 
Children : No. Weil, this great eye can see in the dark. 
Can you see throngh a thick stone wall ? Children : 
No. Well, this great eye can. Is it not a wonderful 
eye ! It can see us now. It will see us all night and 
to-morrow, and all next week. Did that little girl 
Susan— but I won't mention her name — when she put 
her hand into the sugar basin, when her mother turned 
her back, think that no eye saw her ? Did William — 
hum \ I think it better not to mention names at this 
time — when he went to the cupboard, believing nobody 
was in the way, think no eye was watching him ? There 
are many other naughty tricks that I might mention if 
disposed to be severe, and many more which have come 
to the knowledge of no human being ; however, the 
great eye saw them all. And now, children, can you tell 
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me whose eje that is ? Children : God's eje, God's 
eye. Teacher : To be sure it is God's eye, 

Examination. — Then it sees ua now ? It teill see v> 
all night ? And to-morrow ? And all the week ? Re- 
member that constantly, and lake aare what you do to- 
fflorram and next day^ aad all yaur Uses long. 

Do I overhear a Uttle boy say, " How do jou know 
that ?" I suppose he thints he has driven me up into 
a coroer, and that I can't escape ; hut I can — and more- 
over, can answer his question most satisfactorily. Shall 
I answer it ? Children : Yes. Teacher : If you pro- 
mise to do me a favour afterwards, if you can with 
proprietj-, I will comply with your request. Children : 
We wiE. Teacher : Well, open your Bibles, and find 
out the fifteenth chapter of Proverbs, and the tJiird verse ; 
it is there written, " The eyes of the Lord are in every 
place, beholding the evil and the good." That's how I 

The favour I ask in return for gratifying your curiosity 
ia, that you will learn that verse by heart, and remember 
it all your lives. 



ADDRESS H. 

THE SOUL ITS NATUHE AND DUBATION. 

Genesii, chapter ii., veiEe 7. " And the Lord God formed man 
of tlie dust of tlie grauad, sud breitlied Into his noslrila ihe 
breath of life ; Kiid mui becami! a living loul." 

My dear children, I hope you have not foi^otten the 
favour you promised me the last time I had the, pleasure 
of addressing you — namely, to commit to memory a 
verse in the Bible. If you have not, let us hear it. 
Children : The eyes of the Lord are in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good. Teacher .* Very well. 
I propose now to say a few words on a part of the first 
chapter of Genesis, and tlien to ask you two questions. 
in the first verse, we are informed that " In the begin- 
ning God created the heavens aiid the earth." 
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The science of astronomy teaches us that (he heavens 
are full of wonders. We will not touch upon theae to- 
day, but direct your altention for a few moments to " the 
eartli," which God is said to liave created. The earth 
is a round ball in shape, very much resembling an 
orange. The surface is covered with land and water^n 
The land abounds with objects of great interest to the 
inquiring mind. It would require many days to describe' 
a very small portion of them. There are burning 
mountains, wliich cast forth streams of molten lava and 
spires of flame and smolte. Whole mties have been de- 
stroyed by them. Hereulaneum and Pompeii are cities 
which have been overwhelmed by an eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius. They have been buried under ground for 
more than seventeen hundred years. There are also 
cataracts, of auch vast magnitude, that the sound of the 
falling waters can be heard at the distance of several 
leagues ! Such are the Falls of Niagara, in North 
America, where the river Montmorency is precipitated 
over a ridge of rocks a quarter of a mile broad, and in 
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ancient Cedars of Lebanon, but sometimes a hundred 
HteniB ! Some of them have been known to be from two 
to three thousand feet in circumference. I might also 
deeeribe other trees which have leaves so large that they 
will shelter ten or fifteen men ! I cannot tell you more 
about these things now. We must hasten to the ques- 

The earth contains a great variety of living creatures. 
Some of theae fly in the air, others swim in the waters, 
and others dwell upon the ground. They all live out- 
side of llie globe. We are on tlie outside of it now; 
and yst, although the earth goes completely round in a 






; do not fall off. This used ti 



; but at length I found 
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! reason, and great was my delight. I dare say 
you would like to know too, but there is no time now to 
explain the matter ; besides, it would deprive you of 
the pleasure of finding out tlie secret yourselves. 

ETaminatioti.- — -What are those creatures vihich lies 
in the toners called? Those that fiy in the air ? And 
those which walk upon the ground? 

The largest known bird is the Condor. It is found 
amongst some very high mountains, called the Andes, in 
South America. The smallest is tlie beautiftd little Hum- 
ming Bird of the West Indies. It is about the hIec of a 
bee. The largest beast is the huge Elephant, whith is 
ao great and strong, that he can carry on liis back a 
tower full of armed w 




TherearealsoanimBlssoniinute,(hatitis said hundreds 
of them can stand on the point of a needle ! But tliereis 
;nd to tin's subject. It woidd take me days together to 
I tell you even a very small jiart of what is worth knowing. 
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Now, children, there is one particular kind of living 
creature upon the earth, ahoiit which I wish to say 
something — I mean the human race, of which you, and 
I, and every person form a part, Ahout man I might 
tell you many things. They are not all of the same 
colour. There are white men, as the English, and otlier 
nations of Europe. There are biack men, as the 
negroes of Africa. The Chinese and some adjoining 
nadons have skins of a yellow or oJive colour. The In- 
dians of North America have their skins of a red or 
copper colour, while the inhabitants of the islands of the ' 
Great Pacific Ocean have theirs of a hrownish hue. 
(In one of these islands, poor Mr. Williams, who went 
out to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the ignorant 
and barhsrous natives, has lately heen cruelly murdered.) 
About the varieties of the human race I might tell you 
B. great deal, but we must come at once to the questions, 
And I entreat your particular attention. 

Almighty God our Creator has given to each person 
present in this room, and to every individual in the world, 
something more precious thau mines of diamonds and 
mountains of gold and silver, or all that the earth con- 
tains. Can you guess what I mean 1 Children : 
Our souls. Teacher: How do you know tliat you have 
souls ? Children : We learn it from the Bible. 
Teacher : Repeat some of the passages in which the 
soul or spirit is referred to as distinct from the body. 
Children: (Gen. chap, ii., v. 7-) "And the Lord God 
formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life ; and man became a 
living soul." (Psalm xxxi., v. 3.) " Into thine hand I 
commit my jpirii." (Luke, chap, xxiii,, v. 46.) "Father, 
into thy hands I commend my spirit." (Acts, chap, 
vii., V. 50.) " Lord JesuB, receive my spirit." Teacher : 
It is evident from these passages and also from our 
Saviour's consolatory assurance to tlie penitent thief on 
the cross, " To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise," 
that the soul of man is a distinct, separate existence 
from the body. The body of the thief was that day 
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either on the cross or in the grave, and of course his 
soul or spirit was that which went to Paradise witli the 
Redeemer. 

We know alao tiat Mosea appeared and conversed 
with Jesus Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration. 
His body was dead, and had been buried more than a 
thousand years before. (Deut. chap, xxxii., v. 49, 50: 
chap, Kxxiv., v. 5, 6.) It must therefore have been his 
spirit. Khjah, who was taken to heaven in a chariot of 
fire (II Kings, chap, ii., v, II), also appeared with 
Mosea on the Mount of Transiigurarion ; and as there is 
no intimation by the sacred writer that there was any 
difference between his personal appearance and that of 
Moses, we may fairly presume that there was none, and 
that they were both spiritual existences in abodily form, 
probably like Enoch's body after it was " translated"" 
or changed, and our Saviour's body after his resurrec- 
tion. + They were not nattu^l or animal bodies, for 
the Apostle Paul declares that " Flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God." 

Concerning Lazarus Christ informs us that " he died, 
and was carried by angels to Abraham's bosom" — a com- 
plete proof that Abraham was in existence amongst the 
blessed at the time to which the parable refers. When 
the patriarch himself died, we are informed that " he 
was gathered unto his people," This is commonly un- 
derstood to mean that his body was gathered to the bodies 
of his kindred, and is supposed to be equivalent to the 
scriptural phrase, " They slept with their fathers ;" but 
in tliat sense it is obviously untrue. The people of 
Abraham were all buried either in Padan Aram or in 
Ur of the Chaldees, while he was buried in the cave of 
Macpelah, in Canaan. The same phrase, " gathered 
unto his people," is used by the sacred penman on the 
deatb of Isaac, Aaron, Moses, and others, in none of 
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which instancea was it true in the common acceptation 
of the phrase. The people to whom these persons were 
gatJiered, were the assembly of the blessed. This is 
further confirmed by olher parts of Scripture, in which 
it is said of the wicked man, " he shall he down (die), 
but he shall not be gathered ; " that is, conveyed to the 
habitations of the just. 

It has now been clearly shown that the soul lives after 
the body is dead, I have only to add, that it exists for 
ever, and that your happiness or misery, through the 
endless ages of eternity, depends upon your conduct 
while in this world. All have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God. The Sovereign Ruler of the universe 
has appointed a way by which sinners may become re- 
conciled to him, and prepared for tie enjoyment of hia 
presence hereaJ^er. The way of approach to him ia 
through Jesus Christ, who has graciously assured lu, that 
those who come unto him, he will in no wise cast out. 
Go then, to the Saviour, and you will be safe 
in time, and happy through eternity — "Believe in the 
Lord Jesus, and thou shalt be saved." Belief in Christ 
without obedience to his commands is nothing ; " Faith 
without works is dead:" " Show me thy faith without 
thy works (says the Apostle), and 1 will show thee my 
fejth by my works." Everyone shall have to answer 
before Christ, not only for Iiis faith, but also for his 
actions : " We shall all appear before the judgment seat 
of Christ, to give an account of the deeds done in the 
body, whether they be good or whether they be evil." 
Ponder, then, the paths of your feet, and look well to 
your doings — remembering that for all these things God 
will bring thee into judgment ; and that those who have 
done evil shall be exposed " to shame and everlasting 
contempt, while those that be wise shall sit down with 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in ibe kingdom of 
heaven, and shine as the brightness of the firmament, for 
I ever and ever." 
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ADDRESS 111. 



THE SOUL AETER DEATH. 

" Were any other event of fur inferiDr moniBnt asccrtaineJ liy 
evidenoB which made but a distant approach to thai which 
attests the certainty ots life to oome; had we equal asaurance 
that, after a very limited, thoujtli imceitlun petiud, we bhould 
be called ta emigrate into a distant land, whence we were never 
to return— the intelligence would fill eiery breast with solici- 
tude i it would become tiic theme of every tongue, and we should 
avail ouraelves with the uttermOBt eagerness of all the mean> 
of informalion respecting the prospects which awaited us in 
that unknown country. Much of our attention would be 
occupied in preparing for our departure; we should cease to 
consider the place we now inhabit as our home, and nothing 
would be considered as of a moment, but as it bore upon 

" How strange is it, then, that with tlie certainty we all possess of 
shortly entering into another world, we avert our eyes as mueh 
as poisible from the prospect — that we seldom permit it to 

» penetrate ua, and that the moment the recollection recurs, we 
liaaten to dismiss it as an unwelcome intrusion. Is it not 
■urprising, that the volume we profess to recognise as the 
record of immortality, and the sole depository of whatever 
information it is possible to obtain respecting the portion 
which awaits us, sliould he consigned to neglect, and rarely, 
it ever, con suited with the serious intention of ascertaining our 
future condition!" — Robeht Hall. 
Mr dear children, the name of the great city in 
which we dwell is Loudon : it contains nearly two mU- 
lions of iidiabitants ; — you hare no idea of what a vast 
midtitude that is. If they were all gathered together 
to thia part of London, they wotdd reach over West- 
minster Bridge, and all along the Hall and the venerable 
Abbey, into St. Jamea'a Park, up to the marble arch in 
front of the Queen's palace, and all round the tiny lake 
upon which you see the swans and other beautiful birds. 
The pretty islands in the centre of the water, and the 
Green Park, ag far as the Duke of Wellington's house 
and the triumphal arches, would be full of human beings. 
Now suppose you were to ascend to the top of the Duke 
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of York's Column, and all the people of London were 
assembled beneath — what woidd jou think ? Perhaps 
you do not know, nor I either ; but I can tell you what 
a great prince* felt while he was viewing aa great a 
multitude. When he thought ihat in a hundred years 
they would all be dead, he wept I 

Have you read tlie scriptural account of the destruc- 
tion of Sennacherib 1 Hia mighty host was smitten by 
the angel of the Lord, and in a moment they were all 
dead corpses, Wliat if, by a sudden judgment of the 
Almighty, the inhabitants of this great eity were in the 
same manner suddenly destroyed ! What an awflil sight 
it would be ! The ground would be covered with dead 
bodies ; and there they would lie, " heaps upon heaps," 
until the sentence pronounced by t]\e Lord God upon 
man, for his disobedience in the Garden of Eden, vraa 
executed — " Dust thou art, and unto dust ahalt thou 

Examinatian.-^When the body of a man ceases to line 
and move— when it is laid in the grave and mouldered 
into dust, is there an end of his being ? What survives 1 
Then if all the people of London were strvck dead in a 
vumeni, their souls would still he in existence? Then 
there aould he two millions of disembodied spirits : nme 
what would become of them ? whither would they go ? 
Children : They would return to God. Teacher : Where 
did you learn that ? Children : In the Bible. Teacher : 
In what part of it is that written ? Child : Eeclesiastievs, 
chapter xii., verse 7 — " Then shall the dust return to the 
earth as it was, and the spirit shall return to the God 
who gave it." 

Do you remember a class of men who denied the 
existence of the soul in a state of separation from the 
body ? Was there not a sect amongst the Jews who 
said there was neither angel nor spirit? Children : The 
Sadducees. Teacher: They tried to confound our 
Saviour by asking him about the woman who had seven 
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'husband3^"whiMe wife," said they, "should she be in the 
resurrection ? " His reply showed plainly that there is a 
state of existence beyond the grave : " Even Moses him- 
self," saidhe " showed it when he declared that at thebum- 
ing bush God said ,' I am the God of (by father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of laaac, and the God of Jacob.' " 
" God," said our Saviour, " ia not the God of the dead, 
but of the living," that is, of the spirits of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob ; for their bodies had been laid in the 
grave some hundreds of years before the time when God 
appeared to Moses at the burning bush. 

The doctrine of a future state of existence, and of a 
final retribution, was taught by the patriarchs Enoch and 
Job in the earliest ages of the world (Jude, verse 14 ; 
Job, chap, xix., v. 23 ; Daniel, chap. lii., v. 2, 3 ; Ec- 
clesiasticuB, chap, sii,, v. 7) ; and in this they are con- 
firmed by others of the sacred writers. The apostle Paul 
informs us, " that we must all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ : that every one may receive the 
things done In his body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad." (II. Cor. chap, v., v. 10.) 

There appears to be no interval between the period of 
the spirit's return to God, and its arraignment before 
the judgment seat, and the infliction of the sentence, 
either of good or evil ; Both are represented as having 
taken place soon after death, by our Saviour, in the 
parable of the rich man and the beggar; — '" Lazarus," 
says our Lord, " died and was carried by angels to 
Abraham's bosom : the rich man also died, and in hell 
lifted up his eyes, being in torments." Not only the 
judgment, but the reward and the punishment whieb 
follow, are here represented as immediately consequent 
upon death ; for at the time the rich man was in the 
place of torment, his five brethren were still living in the 
world. It is true that this is only a parable ; but our 
Lord's object in all his parables was to instruct mankind, 
and he therefore represented nothing in them but truth. 
How short and how uncertain is the joy of the wicked ! 

I old historian paid a visit to the court of King 
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Charles II. one Sunday evening. Ue has left us a de- 
scription of the dissoluteness ajid total forgetfulnesB of 
God which prevailed around ; and he concludes his ac- 
count by this solemn remark, " Six days after all was 

the dust." Wlienever you feel inclined to tbrget God 
and do what is wrong, remember how near you are to 
judgment. 

There are other passages of Scripture which confirm 

e representations of the parable of Lazarus and Divei : 
— " To-day," says our Lord to the penitent thief on the 
cross, "shall thou be witli me in paradise," His body 
was then suspended upon the cross, but his soul was that 
day to be with hie Saviour in the realms of glory. In 
exact agreement with this, we have the declaration of 
the apostle Paul, that " while we are at home in the 
body, we are absent from the Lord ; " and he adds im- 
mediately after — " we are confident, I say, willing rather 
to be absent from the body, and present with the Lord " 
(11. Corinth., chap, v., v. 6) ; teaching us that Christiaiis, 
when absent from the body, will be present with the 
Lord. The apostle says, in another place (Philip., chap. 
i., V. 21-23) " For me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain ; " and elsewhere — " I have a desire to depart and 
to be with Christ, which is far better :" plainly teaching 
that, although the present life was to him a source of en- 
joyment, yet that his departure from this world would be 
gain, inasmuch as his soul would be with Christ in a state 
of happiness far above what is to be found in this world. 

Saint John says (Revelation, chap, v., v. 9), " I saw 
under the altar the souls of them that were slain for tlie 
word of the Lord, and for the testimony which they 
held : and they cried witli a loud voice, saying. How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth ? And 
white robes were given unto every one of them ; and it 
was said imto them, that they should rest yet for a little 
season, until their fellow -servants also, and tlieir brethren 
that should be lulled as they were, should be fiJfilled." 
And after this (Revelation, chap, vii,, v. 9), " 1 beheld. 
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and to a great multitude, .which no man could number, 
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues. 
Stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
with while robes, and palms in their hands, and cried 
with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb." The 
Apostle asked who tliese peraons were ; and the inter- 
preting angel informed him that tkey were those who 
came out of great tribulation, and had washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb : 
" Therefore," he adds, " are they before the throne of 
God, and serve him day and night in his temple : and he 
lliat sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them ; they 
shali hunger no more, neitiier thirst any more, neither 
shall the Eun light on them, nor any heat ; for the Lamb 
which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and 
shall lead them unto living fountains of water, and God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes," All this cer- 
tainly passed in vision, but a vision conununicated by the 
Spirit of God would exhibit nothing but what was true. 

Many persons dread death ; but those who believe in 
JeBoa Christ, and truly honour him, need have no fear. 
The day of their departure from this world is that of 
their entrance into the realms of glory. 



THE DYING CHRISTIAN TO HIS SOUL. 



Vital spark of heavenly flame ! 
Quit, O quit this mortal frsme. 
Trembling, hoping, ling'rina, flying, 
Oh, the pain, the bliss ofdymgl 
Cease, fond Natuie, ceaae thy strife, 
And let me languish tnta life. 



Harkl they whisper, angsla i 
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The world recedes 1 itdiiappean! 
Hesv'n opens on mj- eyvs ; my eui 

With sounds aeiaphic lijig. 
Lend, lend your wiiiga! I mount! 1 1 
O grave ! nbere is lliy licloij T 

O dealli I where ia thy sling t 
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John, chflpler iii., verse 6. " Jesus snswered, Verily, TeriTy, i h^ 
uulo thee, except s man be born of warei snd (xTlhe Spirit bl 
cannot enter into ibe kingdom of God." 

My dear children, true believers in JeBus Christ alwB}i|| 
Mek to honour and obey bis commands. These ( 
to be found in the Holy Scriptures, and tbe Lord Jeac 
Iiimself boa briefly compreb ended them in these 1 
commandmeuts : " Thou sbalt love tbe Lord thy Goc 
with all thy heart, with all tby soul, aod with all thy' 
strength ; and thou shalt love thy neigbbour as tliyaelf," 
You cannot do this of yourselves, but God wJU help you to 
do it by his own Holy Spirit, ii' you afik him for it. It 
is essential that you pray earnestly and. constantly for 
the Holy Spirit. Without his gracious aid and influence 
a sinner cannot come unto God. The Lord Jesus de~ 
clarei expressly, " unless a man be bom of water and of 
tbe Spirit, be cannot enter into tbe kingdom of heaven;" 
" Except a man be born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God " (John, chap, iii., v. 3). The words "bora 
again" signify a thorough change in the heart of maO) 
the effect of which is to produce a love of virtue, and a 
thirst ailer holiness. Previous (o this change, a sinner 
either feels an entire disrelish for the service of God, or 
is careless and indiiferent about it ; but alter it takes | 
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place, to seek after God, and to join in his worship, in 
his chiefeat joy and greatest delight. Man hy nature 
cannot understand this change : he " sees no beauty in 
it that he should desire it ; " but our Lord plainly de- 
clares, that without it no man can enter into the kingdom 
of God. 

To renew the heart of a sinner, and to bring him " out 
of darkness into light," is the work of the Holy Spirit. 
The manner in which this is done, or the way in which the 
Holy Spirit acta, ia not explained. Our Lord informs 
us generally— and that is enough for us to know — that 
his gracious asEistance is obtained by earnest prayer. 

But some of you little ones are looking about you — 
Come, come, I will tell you a story :^" In the early 
part of la.st year I was diniuK in the Freemasons' Hall 
with the friends of one of the numerous institutions esta- 
blished in London for humane and beneficent purposes. 
In the course of the evening a procession entered the 
Hdl : it consisted of some twenty or thirty persons of 
both sexes and of all ages ; amon^ them were two or 
three offlcers of the royal navy, and several children not 
more than three or four years old. They advanced in a 
single line ; the leader carried a green banner, on which 
was inscribed in letters of gold, " We praise God, and 
THANK Tou." As they approached the place where I was 
sitting, I obseired that each individual carried a bible 
under his arm. As it was the first time I had been pre- 
sent on such an occasion, it did not strike my mind, and 
I could, not imagine who or what they were ; and being 
desirous to know, I turned hastily to a gentleman seated 
beside me, and inquired who (hey were. " Persona 
raised from the dead," replied he. " Persons raised 
from the dead!" said I with astonishment — "what do 
you mean V " I mean," said he, " what I have said — 
many of the individuals forming that procession hare 
been drowned, and restored to life by the agency of the 
Society: look at the inscription on that banner." I 
did so, and read the following verse, inscribed in golden 
■ actera :— 
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Tlie cheerful day again 



Thi; truth now fla^Led upon my mind : I was not aware 
till that moment, that as many as possible of those who 
liad been gaved from drowning, or restored afterwards* 
by the instrumentality of the Royal Humane Society 
during the year, were assembled together and brought 
forward at their anniversary festival. 

I looked upon them with intense interest. These 
Ibccs, thought I, have been clouded with paler 
these eyes cloaed in darkness ; these limbs were 
less in death — they are now instinct with life and vigonr. 
What a wonderful change ! 

1 then followed, in imagination, to the receiving 
houae, where the bodies are conveyed inunediately on 
being taken out of tlie water, and beheld how carefully 
the rules laid down by the Society for the restoration of 
life were attended to, how diUgently they were put in 
practice, and how anxiously tlie attendants watched ibr 
the fir«t signs of returning life, and with what feelings of 
pleasure and satisfaction they hailed its full development. 
Now let us apply this to the subject of which we were 
speaking. The inanimate body when taken out of the 
water is a melancholy object to the eye of man. The 
Boul without the influence of the Holy Spirit is regarded 
in a similar light by Almighty God. When the former 
is re-animated, the man becomes as it were a new crea- 
ture, and can again enter into familiar intercourse with 
I his fellow-creatures. When the Holy Spirit takes up 
1 his abode in the soul, the change is equally great. It 
I becomes then, in the language of our Saviour, "bom 
I again," and in that of the Apostle, " created anew." A 
B relish for divine things is infused into it : the founda- 
I tion of perpetual holiness is laid ; and, as our Saviour 
L |Observea, the soul passes " from death unto life." 

f • See the Anmial Heports of llie Royal Humane SocJet)-. 
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The change is wonderfully complete ; and how is it 
brought about ? This is & most important inquiry, and 
deserTCB your whole attention. The drowned man was 
restored by the activity of other people, and not his own. 
But this is not entirely the case with the man who is 
spiritually dead. The agency of the Holy Spirit work- 
ing upon the heart may, and must indeed, be employed 
in his recovery from sin and Satan ; but, unless it be 
accompanied by his own efforCs, ordinarily his heart 
never can be renewed. This may strike you as very 
strange, but it is nevertheless true. There is no power in 
a human being to change his own heart, but he can and 
must use the means by which it may be done, and be- 
come, in the language of the Apostle, "a worker together 
with God." The husbandman may sow his seed, hut it 
is the influences of heaven that cause it to spring up. 
Even Paul may plant and Apollos water, but it ia God 
that giveth the increase. God alone can change the 
heart, and he works ordinarily through the instrumenta- 
lity of man's natural powers. " Work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling," says the Apostle. 
If you do not, this your neglect is voluntary, and you 
cannot expect the gift of the Holy Spirit any more than 
the husbandman who has sowed no seed can look for 
the fruits of harvest. I trust you see now the necessity 
of diligently employing all the eutwurd means indicated 
by God for obtaining a purified and sanctified heart. 

These are chiefly three, namely, Prayer to God, 
the Studif of the Haiy ScriptUTea, and the Sacramevls, 
You must live in the practice of fervent prayer, and for 
your encouragement you have the promise of the Lord 
Jesus, " That if ye, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more shall your 
Heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to tliem that ask 
him ?" and " Whatsoever ye ask the Father in his name, 
believing ye shall receive." 

The attentive perusal of the sacred writings in con- 
junction with the ordinance of preaching, tends especi- 
ally to convince and convert sinners, and bring them 
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untn God. The Gospel is the great instrument of re- 
generation. It points to the Saviour, and prepares the 
heart I'or the reception of the grace of the Holy Spirit. 
From it we leam that Jesus Christ was the son of God ; 
that he appeared upon this earth in the form of a man, 
and died upon the cross, that you might be saved from 
the anger of God, which your sins have deaerved. V 
tenua Christ had not atoned for the sins of llie world, 
the road to heaven would have been closed against all 
manliind to the latest generation. You may now be 
saved if you believe in Him. The reality of this belief 
will be known by your actions. " A tree is known by 
its fruits," Good actions-^well- pleasing to God — can 
never proceed from an unrenewed heart. " A corrupt 
tree cannot bring forth good fruit." Your hearts, which 
are by nature corrupt, must be renewed or regenerated, 
which can only be done by the Spirit of God. T.etyour 
earnest supplication he, " Create in me a clean heart, 
God, and renew a right spirit within me." In every 
prayer to Almighty God, let one of the petitions be that 
you may he sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

Some of you may he curious to know what onr Saviour 
means by the expression " born of water." It has been 
left unnoticed, not because it was of no importance, bat 
simply because any remarks on these words could be at- 
tended with no immediate practical results, at least as &r 
as you are concerned. It is right, however, to mention 
that being " bom of water" signifies baptism, whiehi 
with the Lord's Supper, are the two Sacraments of tbsj 
Christian Church, appointed by Christ to be observed 
his disciples to the end of the world. 

Have you ever been present at a baptism f Dear 
infants are carried by their parents to church, as all of 
you probably were once, and placed in the arms of the 
minister, who, sprinkling water upon their faces, and 
uttering their names aloud, pronounces the words, " I 
baptize thee in the name of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoit." 

This ordinance admits them into the Church of Christ ; 
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and it is aa necessaiy that we should be " bom of water," 
or baptized, to become lawful members of the visible 
church, as it is that we should be " bom of the Spirit," 
or renewed in heart by the Holy Spirit, to be comemem- 
bers of the invisible church ; and those who knowingly 
and wilfully neglect this ordinance of Christ, must never 
espect admission into the kingdom of heaven. 

At the same time, theie is no Tirtuc in baptism. It 
is merely the outward sign of an inward change or 
cleansing by the affusion of the Holy Spirit on the heart ; 
and unless this take place then, or at some subsequent 
period of our lives, baptism is of no avail to the saving 
of the soul. 

In the Lord's Supper Christians partake together of 
bread and wine, which elements were appointed by Christ 
to be the emblems of his blood shed, and his body broken 
for the sms of the world, and to keep his death in re- 
membrance till he come. The contemplation of the 
sufferings of the Redeemer which this simple rite in- 
volves tends greatly to quicken the believers love, and 
supply new incentives to faith and obedience. 

But, to conclude, if you humbly approach Almighty 
God, deeply aenaible of your own unworthinesa, and 
depending entirely for acceptance with him upon the 
merits and intercession of Jesus Christ, and if you pray 
earnestly and constantly for the gracious assistance of 
the Holy Spirit to enable you to fulfil his commands 
aright, you will have the great God for your friend in 
this world, and your everlasting portion in that which is 
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P ADDRESS V. 

THE BIOGRAPHIES OF SCRIPTURE. 

My dear Children, — 1 have just come in from the little 
anei in the next room. They have been singing lome 
beautiful hymns, and repeating simple paasogea of 
Scripture, much to my deUght and gratification. There 
was one verse of a hymn which particularly struck me. 
I dare say you would like to know what it was ; bui 
if 1 tell you, it must be on condition that I may ask yov 
a question in return, and that you will give me an 
answer if you are able. We will have that under- 
standing between us. The verse that drew my attention 

^p«a this — 

^H " The pmiaeB of mj tongue 

^K I ofibr to the Lord, 

^P That I am taught so young 

W ' To read hia holy wprd." 

You have all read parts of God's holy word, 1 dare say. 
Now can you tell me for what purpose it was written ? 
Children : For our salvation. Teacher : No doubt that 
is the end and object of the whole Bible ; but why have 
we recorded the history of God's chosen people, the 
children of Israel, and the lives of so many different 
persons both good and bad, and for what are they 
profitable ? Children : " For reproof, foe correction, 
andforinstruction inrighteousnesa." (I. Timothy, chap. 
iii.,v. IG). Teacher: Quite tight, and there areseverd 
other passages to the same effect. I wish to have a 
few minutes' conversation wilh you about the biographies 
of Scripture. Do you know the meaning of the word 
biography? It signifies the history of a life. The 
biography of Moses, for instance, signifies "the history of 
the life of Moses." There are, as you well know, many 
of these histories related in the Scriptures. Can you 
" " e the name of any bad man of whom we have an 
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the Bible? Children: Herod. Teacher: 
Who was he 1 Children : The king of Judea. Teacher : 
Of what act of his do you most disapprove ? Children : 
The murder of the infimts. Teacher : That was an act 
of great cruelty, and I don't wonder that you single it 
out as deserving of severe reprobation. If kings and 
rulers generally were to follow his esample, we should 
have nothing but bloodBhed and murder continually. 
One of the Emperors of Rome, I remember, wished that 
all the citizens had but one neck, that he might out off 
ail their heads at one stroke by the eiecutioner. Could 
any idea be more horrible ? There was another of these 
emperors, who was, while a boy, very fond of torturing 
flies and other inoffensive creatures that came in his way. 
I hope there are no boys here who practise similar bar- 
barities ; for when he was raised to the throne, he became 
a very monster of blood, and thousands had cauae to 
curse the day of his birth. Let a just sense of what is 
due to the brute creation ever rest upon your minds. 

Mention another example of sin whose fate may serve 
as a warniny; to us and future generations. Child : 
Judos. Teacher : What wicked action did he commit ! 
Child : He betrayed Christ. Teacher : And what were 
the consequences ? Child: It led to his shameful and 
painful death on the cross. Teacher : Right, my lad ; 
and what would the effect be if treachery waa general 
amongst mankind ? Suppose our country was invaded, 
and some traitor was to betray our armies and our fleets 
to the enemy, we should all most probably be made 
slaves. History furnishes us with numerous instances 
of this ; but one thing is well worthy of your observa- 
tion. Traitors have seldom escaped condign punish- 
ment. Judas, you know, repented of his wicked act, 
and went and hanged himself; and falling down, his 
bowela gushed out. And what did Jesus say of him ?— 
" It had been good for that man if he had not been 

Mention some other bad character that you recollect. 
Child : Jeroboam. Teacher : What action of his tends 
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to hia discredit? Child: Making the pc 
worship calves instead of God. Teacher : Was it not ' 
■enseless to pray to a calf instead of to the living God ? 
It seems to us unaccountable that any men should wor- 
ship such animals, and still more strange that they 
■hould put others to death for not doing so too ; but this 
I liai been done — it is a fact undeniable, that hundreds 
I uid thousands of the servants of God have been put to 
death for refusing to adore idols. You remember tbe 
history of Shadracb, Meshach, and Abodnego, who, be- 
cause they would not fall down before the golden image 
which Nebuchadnezzar bad set up in the plains of Dura, 
were cast into a burning fiery furnace. This is by no 
I . means a solitary instance of the kind : history abounds 
L with examples of similar barbarity. In what is called 
' the tenth persecution of the Christians by the Roman 
Pagan emperors, the most merciless cruelties were in- 
flicted upon all who refused to sacrifice to idols. The 
Christians, say the historians, were burnt and destroyed 
by hundreds and thousands. In Phrygia a whole city 
was consumed to ashes because the inhabitants would 
not subscribe themselves to idolatrous worship. 
Alexandria, in Egypt, the persecution was great : power 
was given to every one to torment those Christians who 
determined not to sacrifice to idols ; and they devised all 
new kinds of racks, and tmployed their ingenuity in op- 
pressing them beyond credibility. Eusebius tells us, tnat 
in Thebais, in E^ypt, he saw " the executioners tired and 
faint with slaughtering so many innocents, insomuch that 
they were constrained to desist, whilst the blood streamed 
in the channel like a mighty torrent." 

But, my dear children, 1 regret to say, that not only 
heathens, but even a certain class of Christians in this 
very city, are idolaters : they bow down before a thing 
made by human hands, which they set up as the Creator 
of the heavens and the earlh. You seem wonder- 
stricken — hut you shall hear :^one Sabbath day, while 
walking in the very centre of London, I was led by 
cnrioaity to enter a spacious building. It was a church. 
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iterior wm superbly ornamented. A glorious 
painting of Ilie Crucifixion of our Saviour, prominently 
placed at the upper end, at once engaged my attention, 
and for a time 1 was abaorbed in contemplating its bril- 
liant colouring, and the masterly skill of the artist. Be- 
neath stood the altar, upon a raised dais partly covered 
with scarlet cloth, the ascent to which was by a flight of 
marble steps. Divine service was going forward, and a 
devout multitude filled the place. By and by a pro- 
cession of priests issued from the vestry : many of them 
were attired in gorgeous silken vestments, and they 
were preceded by a dignified ecclesiastic. They ap- 
proached the altar, and placed upon it a little box, richly 
ornamented, with profound veneration. Numerous cere- 
monies were then performed, which I did not tmder- 
stand : large wax tapera were lighted and extinguished, 
and at intervals clouds of incense were dilfused through- 
out the sacred edifice. When these forms were con- 
cluded, a priest drew near the altar with innumerable 
reverences and genuHexions, and taking something out 
of the little box, elevated it in the sight of the people, 
who all fell down and worshipped it. 

What do you think the priest took from the box ? A 
wafer, which was made of notliing but flour and water l 
When a few words are muttered over it by a priest, they 
t^ay it turns into fiesh, and they affirm that this fiesh is 
ihe body or a part of the body of Jesus Christ ! 

The people who were bowing down before this strange 
god are called Roman Catholics. Tliey justify tlieir 
conduct and belief in this respect by the words of our 
Saviour, while supping with his disciples just before his 
crucifixion : — " And Jesus took bread and blessed it, 
and gave it to his disciples, and said, Take, eat, this is 
my body." If the bread which the Lord held in his hand 
at tlie moment he uttered the words " this is my body " 
was clianged into flesh, as the Roman Catholics say, then 
the disciples must have been eating the flesh of our Lord 
' "e his body was living and moving before them ; and 
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further, the Lord must have been eating his own flesh, j 
Csn any idea be more monstrous or absurd ? 

It 18 bad enough tiiat tliey themaelTes should believe 
this, but what do you tliink of their insisting that every 
(IDC must do ao too ? If you do not, they say you are an 
heretie, and ou^rht to be pvinished. I do not say.that 
uvery Roman Catholic maintains tliis, for there aie 
thousands of enlightened men of that pereuttsion in this 
country wlio know better, but I allude to the decrees 
of tlie Church of Rome, which the great body of it* 
clergy declare to be infallible and unchangeable ; and if 
(o—as history provea that they have been already the 
occasion of tlie persecution and death of thousands—the 
iiatuial conclusion is, that should the Romish Church 
once more gain tlie ascendency in this country, and had 
its priests the power, they would be so again. 

A king of Bngltmd, backed by his Roman Catholic 
botch of bishops, once held a public disputation with a 
poor schoolmaster, to convince him, if possible, that the 
bread aAer conaecratian became flesh. The school-^ 
master begged ihem to put what they said i 
into a bos along with a mouse, and see whether t 
mouse would not eat it. But no, no— tlie bishops, f 
ing that the creature would really eat what they c 
the body of Jesus Christ, would not agree to this j and 
the king, finding that the poor man was rather iihm« 
than a match for himself and the bishops in the argu- 
ment, bluntly told him that if he persisted in disbe- 
lie\'iiig that the sacrament (the bread) was Chrbt's 
body, he was an heretic, and both by the laws of the 
(Roman Catholic) church and the state he must die. 
I.amberi — for that was his name — replied, that he had 
argued with them both from reason and Scripture, and 
they could not disprove what he said, and his conscience 
would not permit him to tell an untruth by admit- 
ting himself to be wrong when he thought otherwise. 
The bishops told him that he had no right to hare any 
conscience in opposition to the judgment of the church ; 
Itui Lambeft thought that the beUef of the church would 1 
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not justify him in giving that honour which was duf 
only to his great Creator to a piece of bread ; and per- 
sisting in this opinion, he was soon after burnt in Smith- 
field. Many others were also burnt for holding what 
were called Lambert's heretical opinions ; and amongst 
therti a young lady named Ann Aekew, who, on being 
taken before the council, was required by Lord Lisle, 
Lord Esses, and Bishop Gardiner, to confess that the 
bread when consecrated by the priest was " flesh, blood, 
and bone," and " Christ's body and blood;" but she said, 
" The Son of God that was bom of the Virgin Mary ia 
now glorious in heaven, and will come again from heaven 
at the last day as he went up (Acts, chap. i.). And as 
for that which ye call your God, it is a piece of bread ; 
and for the proof thereof, mark it, and you will find that 
if you let it lie in the box for three months, it will be 
mouldy, and so turn to nothing that is good," Persisting 
in this belief, she was condemned as an obstinate heretic, 
and after being cruelly racked in the Tower, was brought 
out with three others, and they were all burnt to death 
in Smithfield. This happened in the year 1546, I do 
not relate these facts to embitter your youthful minds 
against Roman Catholics individually, but to put you 
on your guard against a system which would discourage 
Sunday school teaching, and any religious instruction 
but that communicated by a set of men called priests, 
who constitute the church, to whom alone they say per- 
taioa the right of interpreting the Scriptures, and to make 
you grateful to God for casting your lot in this day of 
Protestant light and liberty. 

Any one of you, I dare say, could distinguiah be- 
tween bread and flesh in a moment ; but simple as 
the question may appear to you, coimcils composed of 
princes, bishops, and learned doctors, have been assem- 
bled to decide the matter. At length the council of 
Lateran (a.d. 1215) settled the dispute by declaring 
that the bread used in the sacrament did turn into flesli 
when the priest consecrated it ; and this has been an 
article of faith in the Roman Catholic church ever since. 
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In Belgium and other countriea where that church pre- 
Tails, the priests carry the bread, or, as they call it, " the 
host," through the streets with great pomp, and the 
people, on meeting it, uncover their heads, or fall down 
upon their knees, heheving, aa their priests tell them, 
that it really ia Jesus Christ! (See Note A.) 

I do not, as 1 have said, wiah to prejudice you 
our brethren of the Roman Catholic rehgion, 
trust, our brethren in Christ, but it is undoubtedly 
duty &a a faithful teacher to expose and warn you against 
their errors. We obtained the name of Protestints be- 
cause our forefathers and the iirat reformers protested 
againat the errora of the Church of Rome, and I trust 
that wo their descendants will never cease to deserW(i 
that glorious title. 

But wiiile guarding against the errors of othera, let 
us take care not to fall into worse ourselves. Remem- 
ber that there are other idola than those of wood and 
stone, and the work of men's hands. Whatever tends 
unduly to withdraw our hearts and our affections from 
the love and service of our beneficent Creator is an idd. 
Our hearts require to he carefully watched, for frolB 
them are tlie issues of life. May we all learn to bIq^j 
with sincerity— 



t idol I have known, 
r tlial idol be, 

ir il from thy throne, 






Let us now turn to the patterns of virtue. 
(he name of any good man whose general character 
and conduct was worthy of imitation. Child ; David, 
Teacher : For what was David remarkable ? — you seem 
to hesitate. Was he not eminent for hia great love to 
God? Does he not declare that he sought the Lord 
with his whole heart ? Did he not also iiud peculiar 
pleasure in meditating on the Word of the Lord ; and 
whatwas the happy result? — " Unless," says David, "thy 
law had been my delight, I should have perished iu mine 
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affliction." Washe not distinguished also by liis zeal for 
the service and public icorship of God {see II. Samuel, 
chapter vi.), and above all for hie love of ;irayer? — "Seven 
times a-day," says he, " do I cry unto the Lord." Do 
you, my dear children, love prayer? Children: Yes. 
Teacher r Why 1 Children : Because it gets us good 
things. Teacher : True ; prayer is the medium by which 
we procure blessingB from God. We every day stand 
in need of a supply of good things, aa well for the body 
as for the soul. What do we require for the body ? 
Children : Food and clothing. Teacher : And what 
for the soul 1 Chiidren : Tlie Holy Ghost. Teacher : 
Yes, and all the spiritual gilts and graces which flow 
from his divine influence — assurance of God's love, an 
increase of grace, and strength to persevere in our 
Christian course, even to the end. These are the best 
of blessings; they are blessings which none but God 
can give, and are never found by those who do not pray. 
I hope you do not neglect this essential duty. If you 
do, you cannot be followers of Christ, and will never 
experience the true pleasures of religion. 

Some httle fellow mentioned Job as a good man ; will 
he tell me for what virtue he was particularly celebrated ? 
Child: Patience. Teacher: Who has not heard of 
the patience of Job ? Can you describe the circuin- 
etances under which the patriarch displayed so remark- 
able a degree of that virtue ? Children : The Sabeans 
fell upon his oxen and asses and took them away. The 
fire of God burned up his sheep. The Chaldeans fell 
upon his cameb and carried them away, and slew his 
servants. His sons and his daughters were eating bread 
and drinking wine in their eldest brother's house, and a 
great wind came from the wilderness and smote the four 
corners of the house, and it fell upon them and killed 
them. Teacher : After all these calamities had fallen 
upon Job, how did he behave '? Children : He rose up 
and rent his mantle, shaved his head, and fell upon the 
round and worshipped. Teacher : Perfectly right, and 
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it did be say 1 Children .* " Naked came I out of n 

'a womb, and naked shall I return hither; the 

I Lord give, and the Lord hath taken away ; blessed be 

I tiie name of the Lord." Teacher : There (cannot, I think, 

e perfect human esample of resignation to the 

I providence of God. We also are called upon not 

I (mly to be resigned at all times to the dispensationB of 

e Providence, but also to exercise patience and 

forbearance one towards another. Those who ■ are 

strong are called upon to bear the burdens of the weak. 

If any of the elder hoys are teased or tormented-by the 

younger, they ought to hear witli them long. We i 

commanded to he merciful, tender-hearted, and forgiving 

I towardii each other, remembering that one is our Father, 

I eyen in heaven. Wehaveneedof each other's indulgence, 

' and we ought to encourage each other onward in our 

Christian course. We have many diiflcultieB to encounter, 

We have to contend with the corruptions of our own 

hearts, the temptations of the devil, the world, and the 

flesh. It is our duty in the strength of God to resist 

them to the utmost of our power, and to run with 

patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesub, 

the author and flnisher of our faith. 

One of the most magnanimous instances of patience 
and forbearance recorded in profane history has juat 
[ occurred to my mind. The famous Sir Walter Raleigh 
r (a man of known courage and honour) being very in- 
juriously treated by a hut-headed, rash youth, wlio nest 
proceeded to challenge him, and on his refusal spit upon 
him, and that too in public, the kaight, taking out 
his handkerchief, with great calmness made him only 
tliis reply : " Young man, if I coitid as easily wipe your 
blood from my conscience, as I can this injury Irom mjr 
face, I would this moment take away your life." The 
consequence was, that tlie youth, struck with a sudden 
f knd strong senae of his misbehaviour, fell upon his knees 
Band begged forgiveness. 

J may learn from the example of Job never to 
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ir at the providential arrangeiaenls of an all-wise 
God, and from that of Sir Walter Raleigh never to be 
roably impatient with the conduct of our companions. 

[Note. — Tbc lemoining addresses on the biograpliicB and 
mirsclea of Scripture, omitted in thU edition, are eonslrucled on 
the tame principles with the above — namely, to exercise the minilB 
of youth by ciusing them to desctibe in tlieir own language certain 
•elected portions of Scripture history, and then for the teaeher or 
parent to make such reflections as will be likely, by the bleaEiag 
of God, to lead to the child*A praetical, moral, and religiDUl jm- 



ADDRESS VI. 



CONVEBTIOK. 

ar children, I have frequently read this hcautiful 
with feeliuga of deep gratitude to the Almighty : 

" I thank the goodness and the grace 
Which on my birth have smiled, 
And made me in these Christian days 
A Jtsppy English child. 



Where God was never known ; 

And taught to pray a useless prayer 

To blockb ol wooil and stone 

I naB not born a little slave. 



Like some poor children taught to roam 
And beg their daily bread. 

My God, I thank tliee who lias planned 
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There is one of these verseB to which, I wish to direct 
your attention for a few moments — 

" 1 WBB not bora a little ihit, 



H Perhaps you do not know what a slave ia. Many of 
jrou probably may have never thought about the meaning 
of the word ; but I wiU explain it, and tell you some 
things about poor slaves, which, perhaps, you will nerer 

A slave, my dear children, is a human being who is 
the property of another, and the master can do with 
him aa he pleases. Slaves, although created in the 
image of God as we are ourselves, are bought and sold 
in the market like the cattle of the field. They are 
chiefly black or coloured men, and natives of Airica. 
In that quarter of tlie world the unhappy negroes are 
hunted by white men like the beasts of the degerts. 
Were I to describe to you one of those slave hunts which 
BO frequently take place on the borders of Egypt and 
Nubia, it would iill you with a virtuous indignation 
against those who devise and execute such wiiiked 
schemes. Whole villages inhabited by the poor negroes 
are oftentimes surrounded in the night ; the hutx are 
set on fire, and the wretched natives with their terror- 
stricken wives and children flying out to escape from the 
burning ruins, faU into the bands of the wretches who 
liave done the mischief. They are then bound in fetters, 
and forced to toil in grief and pain across the scorching 
wastes of the interior towards the sea coast to be shipped 
on board vessels called " slavers," and conveyed away 
to be sold as slaves in distant lands. 

Dealing in slaves bos become a regular trade, and 
huntlreda are engaged in it. The cruelties too often 
committed by the traders on their helpless victims are 
reaUy horrible. My attention has been particularly 
directed to this subject during the past week, having 
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been present at a " Convention" of great and good men, 
who, filled witli detestation of thia unrigLleous traffic, 
havii come to London from every part of Britain and 
the world, and assembled in the Freemasons' Hall, to 
devise means for the total auppression of slavery and the 
slave trade. 




A ikeick /ron Handan's great pictnrt. Tlit venerable Clarktaa is 
repreimteii I'l the net of adAretaag the ContitatiaH at iti npeniag, 

»June 13, 1840. Graaptd arounrf him are del/gotei from ecery 
'quarter of the gUihe. 
Ilie gentlemen who assisted and took sd active put 
in the proceedings of the Anti-Slavery Convention were 
many of them oHicera of high rank in the civil and 
military services of their respective countries. Were 

this the time and'place, I could tell you many interesting 

about them. Some of them, noble Americans, 
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had given up their property, and even hazarded their 
livea in tins cause of humanity. Others were our own 
countrymen, of whom we may justly be proud, who 
repeatedly have gone long journeys of thousands and 
thousands of miles through much peril and fatigue, and 
have devoted iheirlivea to break the fetters of the slave. 
This has already been aecomplished in the dominions of 
Britain, The bondsman of every clime no Booner 
touches the shores of England than his chains fall from 
his hands and he is free. 

The humanity of Britain is not content with abolishing 
(lavery and the slave trade in its own territories ; it 
does more — it employs a squadron of ships of war to 
check its atrocities abroad. They are chiefly stationed 
on the coast of Al'rica, and their duty is to seize oil 
slave-holding vessels. Several of the naval officers v(ho 
had commanded these veaaels of war were present at 
the Anti-Slavery Convention, and solemnly gave their 
testimony to the truth of facta of almost incredible 
cruelty which had come within the sphere of their own 
personal observation. It appeared that, after the slaves 
Lave been brought down hundreds of miles from the 
interior to the sea shore, frequently there are no 
" slavers" ready to receive them on board : and if they 
are ready, should one of the Queen's cruisers be on the 
coast, they dare not show themselves. In these cases 
the negroes are thnist in herds like beasts into villanou* 
temporary erections, built for the purpose, not far from 
the shore. It sometimes happens that the officers of the 
ships of war get intelligence tliat there are so many 
hundred negroes ready to be embarked at a certain 
place. They then never quit the station, but keep the 
strictest look-out day and night. This may continue 
for weeks together, during all which time the poor 
negroes are kept closely penned in the vile huts I have 
mentioned, bound together and half starved, until the 
patience of their barbarian captors becoming exhausted, 
and being no longer willing to incur the expense of the 
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r of food, which is supplied only in 



SUNOAV SCHOOL CHILDREN, 



35 



tntities just sufflpient l<3 preserve life, they deliberately 
surround the sheds, and fire upon the inmates indiscri- 
minately ; and after the bloody carnage is over, drag 
down the mangled corpses to the sea, and throw them in 
aa Tood for the sharks and fishes. 

All the kidnapped negroes, however, are not thus 
barbarously slaughtered. When the coast is clear tliey 
are shipped immediately. The aufFerings of these poor 
creatures on board the slavers are often dreadful. One 
British naval officer assured the Convention od bis honour, 
that the height between decks of a slave vessel which he 
had captured was no more than 3 feet 6 inches ; and 
another, 3 feet 9 inches. Into this place the slaves are 
closely stowed like bales of merchandise, 16 inches each 
being allowed for the men, and still less for the women 
and children. They have no more room thaji a man has 
in his coffin. You will see by the plan of the slave ship 
how they lie. 




To prevent their death from close confinement, they 
are taken out at intervals in gangs, and paraded on the 
deck under a strict watch and heavily manacled, but, 
notwithstandmg this, numbers die every night from suf- 
focation. 

I will just give you some idea of the barbarities which 
are by no means of uncommon occurrence on board these 
vessels. Captain Wauehope, commodore of the British 
squadron cruising on the African station, stated that in 
1828 Captain Castle captured the Spanish brig El Juan, 
with 407 slaves on board. It appeared that, owing to a 
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press of sail during the chase, the El Juan bad heeled 
so much a« to alarm the negroes, who made a sudden 
rush to the grating. The crew thought they were 
attempting to rise, and getting out their atma, they fired 
upon the wretched slaves through the grating till all was 
quiet in the hold. When Captain Castle went on board, 
Uie negroes were brought up, one living and one dead 
shackled together. It was an awful scene of carnage 
and blood ; one mass of human gore. Captain Castle 
said he never saw anything so horrible in his life. 

The Commodore mentioned another circumstance ot' 
similar barbarity wliich occurred while he commanded 
the squadron. In 1S31 the Black Joke and Fair 
Rosamond fell in with the Rapido and Regulo, two 
slave vessels, off the Bonny river. On perceiving the 
cruisers, they attempted to make their escape up the 
river ; but, finding it impracticable, they ran into a 
creek and commenced pitching the negroes overboard. 
The Fair Rosamond came up in time to save 212 slaves 
out of the Regulo ; but before she could secure the 
other, she had discharged the whole of her human cargo 
into (he sea. Captain Huntly, who was then in com- 
mand of the Fair Rosamond, remarked in a letter la 
Captain Wauchope, that the scene occasioned by the 
horrid conduct of the Rapido he was unable to describe ; 
but the dreadiul extent to which the hiunan mind is 
capable of falling was never shown in a more painfull)' 
humiliating manner than on that occasion, when, for the 
mere chance of saving property, amounting perhaps to 
£3,000, not leas than 250 human beings were hurled 
into eternity with utter remorselessness. 

These are but faint descriptions of some of the dis- 
closures made by British naval officers at the Conventioa, 
They were men of high honour and undoubted integrity, 
'e should be tempted to believe some of their accounts 
• mere fabrications. One fact in particular, mentioned by 
\ Iiieutenant Fitzgerald, made a deep impression on my 
I'tnind. That officer, after a long chase, overtook a slave 
I ship, he was pursuing and boarded her. The hold was 
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*WRpty — the decks were clean, and the silence of death 
reigned around ; but the ameli of the slaves was there. 
These are some of the horrors of what is called the 
"Middle Passage;" that is, the voyage of tlie slaves 
across the broad Atlantic Ocean to the various ports of 
America to which they are hound. 

It is calculated that there are in the daily course of 
conveyance from their native homes to different parts of 
the New World, no fewer than 20,000 slaves. Every 
day we pass in security and peace at home, witnesses 
many a herd of wretches toiling over the wastes of 
Africa to slavery or deatli, and every night the inhabitants 
of some African town or village are roused from tlieir 
sleep to the alternatives of the sword, or the flames, or 
the manacle. At this very moment there are ou the 
bosom of the great Atlantic Ocean at least 20,000 
human beings exposed through the accursed slave trade 
to every variety of disease and wretchedness. 

But should the negro escape the more flagrant out- 
rages and arrive in safety at the port of his destination, 
he experiences little if any alleviation of his misery. 
On landing, he is immediately conducted to the slave 
market, where he is put up for sale, and after being 
subjected to a thousand indignities, he is purchased and 
conveyed away by a new master, in all probability to be 
separated for ever from every living being with whom 
ho has hitherto been acquainted, and to pine away the 
remainder of his days in a state of hopeless slavery. 

By far the greater number of negroes are bought to 
be employed in the cotton and sugar plantations. In 
either case, but particularly in the latter, their lot is 
hard and wretched in the extreme. In the sugar plan- 
tations, during the cane-growing season, they are com- 
pelled to engage in labour of the severest kind under a 
tropical sun for twenty hours in the day, leaving but 
four hours for rest and nourishment, and this continues 
for several months in the year. Their lives are indeed 
rendered bitter by cruel bondage. It is calculated thai 
on these plantations the average duration of a slave's 
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sSi IB not more than seven years. Thus, every seTen 
years the entire negro population of a sugar-growing estate 
requires to be renewed ; and it is tliia incessant demand 
that perpetuates the foul scenes of atrocity inseparable 
from the accursed slave trade. 

the address which die Anti-Slavery Convention 

ismitted to the King of Holland, it was stated " that 

attention of the civilized world was directed to the 

of slavery, which bad too long desolated 

fricB, degraded Europe, and afflicted humanity ; and 

it tlie number of human beings annually sacrificed an 

nt of Africa, in the prosecution of this wicked 

traffic, was estimated at 300,000 !" 

Slavery, even in its best estate, is a condition of 
humanity to be utterly deprecated. Under its mildesi 
form, circumstances must and wil! occur which render 
kits toleration inconsistent witli the principles of sound 
and the rights of man. Let a slave-holder be 
kind, let his slaves be the happiest of their race, 
■they are constantly exposed to casualties which outrage 
the highest and holiest feelings of our natures. Look at 
America. If a sudden panic arises in the cotton market 
for instance, and the master fails, in conies the creditor 
and seizes his slaves like his goods and chattels, and oS* 
they go to the auction mart to be disposed of to the 
highest bidder. The affectionate husband is torn from 
the tender wife of his bosom, and their beloved children, 
who are dearer to them than their heart's blood, are 
remorselessly torn from them, and carried away in all 
directions, in numerous instances never more to see or 
hear of each other, till the grave terminates their suffer- 
ings. Only the other day, a Mrs. Moor, of Kentucky, 
United States, had a female slave who had children. 
She wished to remove to another district, and she decided 
on selling the mother and keeping the children. The 
mother was not informed of the transfer till she was laid 
hold of by the man who had purchased her. All her 
tears, and shrieks, were in vain— she was torn from her 
.children, and treated with tlie utmost contempt and 
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indifference. In an inatajice given by aDother delegate, 
a mother and eight children were exhibited on a stage 
for sale. The firat child, & iine boy, was offered for sale 
in the presence of his agonized mother, and being struck 
off to the highest bidder, was taken from the stage or 
platform by the purchaser, led to his waggon, and stowed 
away to be carried to the country ; the second and third 
were also sold, and ao on till the seven were disposed of 
and torn from their mother, in whose agonizing cries and 
%obs the children seemed to share. The scene was re- 
presented as beggaring all description. 

These things 1 have told you that you may know the 
meaning of what you uttflr when you sing — 

" I was not born i liille slate, 



And all my labour done." 

And that your hearts may be filled with fervent gratitude 
to Gt)d, that your lot is cast in this happy, happy land. 

There is one reason more, and that is, to engage 
your assistance to suppress the slave trade. Yon will 
say, " Wiat can we do?" My dear children, if you can 
do nothing else, do this — pray earnestly to Almighty God 
tliat lie would send down his blessing upon the efforts 
of these good men who met in London to furtlier the 
abolition of slavery throughout the world, and pray still 
more earnestly that he would move the hearts of all who 
have power and influence to second and respond to their 



BRITISH EM.iNClPATION. 



Arm'd with (he itieagtb thai onir ai 

The light uf Truth flashed in her eyes august ; 



tr the earth her mighty hands she spread. 



The listless natian 



:e the cheering words she spoke ; 






40 OCCASIONAL ADDRESSES TO 

" No more for me shall helots till the soil — 

" Stripes their rewards, and pain and hopeless toil ; 

" No more shall slaves produce vile wealth for me — 

" Joy ! Afric, joy ! thy swarthy sons are free ! 

'* Hear, all ye nations ! hear the voice of truth, 

" And wake to pity and redeeming ruth ; 

** The wealth is curs'd that springs from human woe, 

" And he who trades in men is England's foe. 

" Freedom, God's gift, was kindly meant for all — 

" Poor suffering slaves ! this hour your fetters fall !*' 

Earth, as she heard the loud majestic voice, 

Shouted reply, and bade her sons rejoice : 

The wise and good of every clime and caste 

Hail'd a fair future, fairer than the past, 

And pictured fondly, in the coming time, 

Less blood and tears, less misery and crime. 

Great was the boon, and pledge of thousands more — 

Herald of peace, and days of bliss in store. 

Mackay's Hope of the World, 



ADDRESS VII. 

THE BENEFITS RESULTING FROM MISSIONARY 

ENTERPRISES. 

My dear children, the design of Missionary Societies is 
to diffuse the knowledge of the true God, and they send 
messengers or agents to proclaim the glad tidings of sal-^ 
vation through Jesus Christ even to the remotest nations 
of the earth. A nobler or more praiseworthy object 
could not engage the attention of Christians. The 
benefits that have flowed to mankind from the preaching 
of Christianity in past ages have been incalculable. 
When it was first promulgated by the Apostles, the 
Roman Empire included the known world. The state 
of religion and private morals amongst the Romans was 
degraded in the extreme. The worship of many of 
their almost innumerable deities was connected with 
practices the most abominable. The rites of even the 



Mexican superstition, horrid as tliey were, must, says 
Clavigero, be deemed inconsiderable when compared 
with tliose of the ancient priests of BeUona, the Ro- 
man GoddesB of War, and Cybele, the Mother of llie 
Gods (See Burder's Missionary Anecdotes, page 49). 
The abominations connected with the worship of Bac- 
chus, anotlier of tlieir gods, aa described by Livy, 
can scarcely be conceived. Speaking generally, these 
gods were distinguished for their vices rather than 
their virtues, and immorality received the strongest 
possible sanction from the impurity of their deities ; 
Mercury was a thief, Venus a prostitute, Bacchus a 
drunkard, and Jove dethroned his father Saturn, who 
had murdered his own oflspring. Such were the gods 
to whom the great mass of the people paid divine 
honours when our Saviour appeared upon earth, and 
promulgated his holy religion. After his asi^ension 
into heaven, the Apostles and their Disciples, the first 
Missionaries of the Cross, taught the Gentiles the truths 
of Christianity, and within a few hundred years the 
heathen temples were demolished and their idols broken 

The state of morals and the habits of the Romans 
were just what might be expected from their religion. 
The historian Polybius informs us that when Scipio 
took Carthage he ordered hia soldiers to attack the 
inhabitants and put them all to death without distinction, 
and spare none, aecording to the custom of the Romam ; 
and he adds, that the Romans did this to strike all nations 
witli the terror of their name. For the same reason, 
he says, whenever they take a town, you not only see all 
the men put to death, hut dogs and other animals cut to 
pieces, and their limbs scattered about the streets. One 
of their generals, ^milius Paulus, gave up no less than 
seventy cities of Epirus to be pillaged by his soldiers in 
one day, and made 150,000 of the inhabitants slaves 
(Livy, I. 45, II. 34). In the most flourishing times of 
the Roman Empire half the inhabitants of Rome were 
slaves. Hundreds and thousands of these unfortunate 
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beings were often compelled to fight lopetiier till they 
died for the flmusement of the people. The slaves who 
fought togetiitir were called Gladiators, and these bloodjr 
apeclacle* were eyerywhere exliihited by consuls before 
they entered on their office, by governors oo arriving at 
their respective provinces, by generals upon conamencing 
a new war, and by emperors on their accession ta 
the throne. Julius Csesar diverted the people with tha- 
exhibition of 320 couples. King Herod, who wat- 
eaten up of worms, caused 1,400 men to fight to death 
on hiK accession to the government of Judea. Titus, 
the mild and mercifid Titus, exhibited a show of 
wild beasts and gladiators, (for sometimes they were 
compelled to fight with lions and tigers, as well 
with each other,) which lasted a hundred days. After ' 
he conquered the Jews at Csesorea, in honour of hi* 
brother's birthday, fifteen hundred Jews were sjaia, 
and a great number also at Berytua, in honour of hic 
father. Even Trajan, the greatest and most besevo^ 
lent of the Pagan emperors, continued one of thestt 
horrid spectacles for 123 days, during which he brougfali 
out 1,000 pairs of gladiators! Nay, eo addicted did' 
they become to these bloody and sanguinary spectacles 
that at last the people began to have them at their feaatv 
and in their private houses. The historian Gibbon, ia.'^ 
speaking of this subject, justly remarks that this inhumaik 
practice " degraded a civilized nation below the condition* 
of savage cannibals," and adds that "several hundreds, 
perhaps several thousand victims were annually 
slaughtered in the great cities of the empire. Th* 
month of December was more pecidiatly devoted to the 
combats of gladiators, who exhibited to the eyes of the 
Roman people a grateful spectacle of blood and cruelty." 
The master of the gladiators made them all swear tlift( 
Ihey would fight to deatli — which they did in various 
ways ; sometimes one of the combatants held an elastie 
net in his right hand, and a three -pronged weapon inhia 
left, and endeavoured to cast the net over the head- 
lis opponent, and pierce him with ihe prongs. 
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tht; attempt fulled, the autagonist pursued tlm Msailont 
to death. Certain of them fought in chariuts, others 
on horseback with deep hehnets, so that they might 
not see, and they tliua run their spears into each other 
blindfolded. If a gladiator, on being wounded, ex- 
pressed a sense of pain, or asked for his life, the people 
enraged, would furiously exclaim, " kill him," " bum 
him," "whip him," and tliey had even the cruelty to 
apply burning irons to the half expiring victims, that 
they might induce them to exert their small remains of 
power. Oh, my dear children, had you been able to 
see the dying agony and the inexpressible emotion 
depicted on the countenances of the expiring gladiators, 
your hearts would have melted with pity, and your whole 
lioul been filled witli abhorrence of such cold-blooded 
barbarity. 

Against these vile and atrocious customs the Mis- 
sionaries of the Giispel never ceased to raise their voices. 
From the time of the Apostles downwards for cen- 
turies, although it cost many of tliem their lives, they 
persevered, until, in the good providence of God, Con- 
stantine, a Christian emperor, came to the throue, and 
" he had the honour of issuing the first edict which 
condemned the art and amusement of shedding human 
blood" (Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
chap, xxx). But so addicted were the pagans to the 
practice, that even the command of the emperor was 
inefficient for its suppression ; and the shows continued, 
notwithstanding the utmost exertions of the servants of 
Christ, with little intermission for near a century longer, 
when tliey were finally put an end to by the intrepid 
conduct of a Christian monk, a missionary from Asia, 
who, on first beholding the inhuman spectacle, was so 
horror-stricken that he leaped into the area where the 
combats were going forward, and appealing to heaven, 
commanded them instantly to desist. The Romans, 
provoked by this interruption of their pleasures, over- 
whelmed him with a shower of stones ; but, on beholding 
his mangled and lifeless remains, the tender feelings ol' 
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their nfttures were aroused. They mourned ihe rasli 
act ; and the Emperor, seizing tlie moment of iheir con- 
trition, aholislied for ever tlie huiron sacrifices of the 
am pbi theatre. 

Against customs equally inliuman have Christians 
bad to contend, in all ages, and amongst almost all 
nations. Your lime will not permit me to describe 
them; we will, however, just glance at the state of 
India, when our missionaries reached that country not 
very many years ago. A bloody superstition had for 
centuries hound down the people to the earth, and given 
rise to practices as fearful as any recorded in history. 
Persons of distinction there have often a great number 
of wives. When a husband died, it was no uncommon 
thing to burn all his wives on his funeral pile. 'When 
the Prince of Marava died, in 1710, his wives, to the 
number of forty-seven, were burned with bis corpse. , 
The burning of widows in India was carried to a fearfiil , 
extent. From an inquiry instituted by the Marquis of' 
Wellesley, Governor- General of India, in the early part 
of the present century, it appeared that no fewer than 
30,000 women were annually burned in tiiat country 
with the dead bodies of their husbandSi That is a fact 
established by official docnments of the correctness of 
which there could not he the slightest doubt. 

This was not the only revolting custom of the natives 
of Hindoostan. It was extremely common for them to ■ 
sacrifice their children under various pretences. TheyJ 
were usually thrown into the Ganges and devoured by , 
iharlis. In two provinces alone (Cutch and Guzerat), , 
in the year 1807. it was reckoned, at the lowest eompu-. 
tation, that three thousand female infants were annually ' 
destroyed. Owing chiefly lo the indefatigable exertioiW' 
of miEEionaries, the Christian public at home were 
aroused to demand the suppression of these enormities, 
and government was forced lo interfere. Thus, through 
the influence of genuine Christianity, not only these, but 
many other equally barbarous customs prevalent in Indi& 
have been much mitigated or altogether suppressed. 
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Similar practices were at one time prevalent in our 
own beloved country. It was an article in the creed at' 
the Druids, or ancient Britiah Priests, "That notliing 
but the life of man could atone for the life of man." 
In conaequenee of this maiim, their altars streamed 
with human blood, and great numbers of wretched men 
fell a sacrifice to their barbarous superstition. Criminala 
who had been guilty of robbery and other crimes were 
selected in the first instance ; but when there waa a 
scarcity of criminals they did not scruple to supply 
their place with innocent persons. These dreadful 
sacrifices were offered by the Druids on behalf of the 
public at the eve of a dangerous war, or in time of 
any national calamity ; and also for persons of high 
rank, when they were afflicted with any dangerous 
disease. By such acts of cruelty the ancient Britons 
endeavoured to avert the displeasure and gain the favour 
of their gods. 

The Britons were subdued by the Romans ; and 
Caractacus, one of their must celebrated kings, with 
his whole family, were carried captives to Rome. While 
they were prisoners in that city, some of them became 
converts to Christianity, and on their return to their 
native country introduced the knowledge of Christ into 
Britain. Some of the Roman Christians accompanied 
them, who are said to have been instrumental in turning 
great numbers of the Britons from the error of their 
ways and persuading them to believe in Christ. The 
names of three of them have heen preserved. The 
British name of one was Hid, an Israelite ; and of the 
other two, probably Gentiles, Cyndar and Arwyaili. What 
their Roman names were it is impossible to say. They 
were, if not the first, yet among the first Christian 
missionaries that set foot in this island to preach the 
Gospel. 

Almost all nations ignorant of the Gospel have tole- 
rated customs equally revolting to humanity; but the 
moment Christianity has been preached to them with 
power, their babils and manners have undergone an in- 
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atantaiieoua change for the hetter, and the nature of ihe 
lion may truly be said to have become tranHformed into 
that of the Iamb. Then, my dear children, the know- 
ledge of Jesus Christ and his Gospel miigt be a good 
tLing, and to help to ditTuse its blessed truths amongst 
tlie poor heathen must be commendable. I am sin- 
cerely desirous of impressing your minds with the im- 
portance of this work. There is as much need for 
exertion to effect this object in our day as ever there 
was in agcB long gone by. This is fully proved by the 
" Missionary Transactions" which have recently been 
published. By far the larger half of the inhabitants of 
the globe have never yet heard the way of salvation by 
Jesua Christ : they are still for the most part, especially 
in Africa, the victims of a savage superstition. Oh, my 
dear children, your hearts would melt with compassion 
were I to describe to you the doings of the African na- 
tiona. Human blood is made to flow like water ! 
the funerals of the great chiefs of the nations in the 
terior, human beings are slain by hundreds and evAjl 
thousands, " to wet the graves," to enable the deceas 
to maintain his proper rank in another world. When] 
the brother of the King of Ashantee died, during tho^ 
invasion of Fantee, the king devoted three thousajid 
victims, two thousand of whom were Fantee prisoners, 
and nearly one thousand more were furnished by va- 
rious towns, making in the whole about four tliousand 
human beings who perished at the grave of this royal 
personage ! 

" When the king dies," saj-s Mr, Bowdich, " Ashsntea J 
is in fact one vast Aceldama. During ihe firsi 
tliree days after his death, scarcely any one is i 
the relatives of the king, bursting forth with (heir miu- I 
kets, carry havock and death around, and few perscma, ^ 
even of the highest rank, dare for a time to stir iVom 
their houses. When AdahunKun, King of Dahomey, died, 
his wives began to break and destroy his ornaments and 
everything valuable belonjj;ing to themselves, and then 
to kill ench other. Two hundred and eighty of his I 
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wives tkus perislied before his successor could arrive at 
the palace aud put a stop to the carnage ; and at the 
funeral of the deceased monarch all these victims were 
buried in the same grave, with six of the remaining 

All their great national assemblies and religious fes- 
tivals are also attended with the sacrifice of human life. 
Previous to entering upon new wars the number of vic- 
tims put to death is often imment^e. A sacritice to 
propitiate the fetish and secure its assistance in an ap- 
proaching war with Suntuku, which took place white 
Mr. HutcbinGon was in Ashantee, is thus described by 
him : — " The bones of the king's mother and sisters 
were, in the first place, taken out of their coffins and 
bathed in rum and water ; and after having been wiped 
with silkd, they were rolled in gold dust, and wrapped 
in strings of rock gold, aggry beads, and other most 
costly materials. Those againat whom the king had 
any cause of complaint were then sent for in succession, 
and immolated as they entered, in order that 'their blood 
might water the graves' of the royal personages whose 
bones had been exhumed. During the whole of the 
night the king's executioners traversed the city, and all 
whom they met were dragged away for execution ; but 
the intended massacre having by some means become 
known, the king was disappointed in securing many of 
the most distinguished individuals whom he had marked 
out as victims. Next morning desolation seemed to 
reign over the capital, and no persons appeared in the 
market-place but the king and his attendants. When 
the day closed, the human sacrifices were again renewed. 
The bones of the royal deceased were removed to the 
sacred tomb of Bantama, preceded by the human victims 
in chains, with tlieir hands tied behind them. When the 
procession returned on the following day, the king pro- 
ceeded to the market-ptace ; his horns sounded tlie well- 
known ' wow, wow, wow,' interpreted ' death, death, 
death ;' and the work of sacrifice was at once resumed. 
The king sat witli a goblet of palm- wine in his hand, and 
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time tlie execudonerg cut off a head, he imitaled a 
dancing motion in his chair ; Bitd the terrors of the dajr 
did not end till tlie king returned to his pa!ace." Similar 
borboroufl cuBtoms are prevalent throughout by far the 
larger portion of thu African continent, from which 1 
night conduct you to Greenland, to America, and the 
iilaniJa of the Great Pacific Ocean, and describe to ^on 
customs and scenes akin to those in atrocity ; but 
enough has been said to move your hearts with pity for 
the poor heathen, and to incline you to do your utmost 
to deliver them from these cruel superstitions. They 
believe that persons aasume the same state in the n. 
World ivhich they maintained in this ; end on the decease 
""any great personage— bo far from believing it to be a 

ime — ihey think it an imperative act of duty, and an 
expression of the tenderest regard for his memory, to 
sacrifice his wives and slaves, that they may go after 
him without delay. 

Tlie way to put an end to these horrifying proceed" 
inga is to teach them Christianity : ignorance and error 
fly before it as the clouds of darkness before the radiance 
of the morning. Wlien its influence is felt upon the 
heart, the mora! wilderness begins to smile, and " t' 
desert to rejoice and blosi^om as the roee." 

Missionary societies are established to diffuse this 
divine influence throughout the world. They send 
misssionaries, or messengers, to cHrty the Gospel to the 
heathen, to exhort them to forsake tlieir evil ways, and 
to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto Goil, To do this efl'eclively, the mis- 
sionaries frequently risk their lives and liberty, and give 
up for a time all the comforts of civilized society. The 
temporal and spiritual advantages which (he nations of 
the earth have derived from their exertions are incalcu- 
lable : multitudes of souls have been saved and made 
happy through eternity. Would you not think it an 
honour to be permitted to help forward this good work ? 
Let those who tliink so hold up (heir hands, — I am glad 
there are so many of you. We have only now to 
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form a Juvenile Missionary Society, for which purpose 
we will meet (D. V.) to-morrow, and consider the most 
practicable method of carrying out the command of the 
Lord Jesus Christ — ** Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Gospel to every creature." 



MISSIONARY HYMN. 

From Greenland's icy mountains, 

From India's coral strand, 
Where Afric's sunny fountains 

Roll down their golden sand ; 
From many an ancient riTer, 

From tnany a palmy plain, 
They call us to deliver 

Their land from error's chain. 

What though the spicy breezes 

Blow soft o'er Ceylon's Isle ; 
Though every prospect pleases, 

And only man is vile ; — 
In vain, with lavish kindness, 

The gifts of God are strown : 
The Heathen in their blindness 

Bow down to wood and stone. 

Shall we whose souls are lighted 

By wisdom from on high, — 
Shall we to man benighted 

The lamp of life deny ? 
Salvation! O Salvation! 

The joyful sound proclaim, 
Till each remotest nation 

Has learnt Messiah's name. 

Waft, waft, ye winds, His story ; 

And you, ye waters, roll, 
Till, like a sea of glory, 

It spread from pole to pole. 
Till, o'er our ransomed nature. 

The Lamb for sumers slain, 
Redeemer, King, Creator, 

In bliss returns to reign. 

Bishop Hebbr. 
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BESSES, ETC. 



[NorE. — Tlie pradice of occasion all j concluding addretses in 
■iinet that will engage children in praatical efforCi of usefulne 
is CKtreinclj desitable, and cuiDot fail to be eminently beneGciil: 
" Train up a child in the wsy he should go, and when he U old he 
will not depart from it," is the wcll-knowii precept of Solomon 
Children should be sccualomed to those habilB which it is d 
Ihey thould practice in after life. One Sabbath morning a 
[ fmiil^ destitution and miiieiy came to the knowledge or our lofti- 
I inletident. The address in the aiterDOon was made to bear u| " 
■be bmeficent conduct of the Saviour in conslaiitly reliening 
afHictcd and mitigating the woes and soirowa of humanity. 1 
children were pleased; — they were asked whether it wu not to 
mendablc lo follow such an example. The case of the poor ( 
was detailed, and then came the application — " Go thon and it 
likewise." The uachers contributed on the spot, and the childnn 
were iiirited to bring a petiny each the next Sunday. Very m 
of iheiu did so. and timely relief was thui aSbrded to a aicli tii 4 
destitute fumily of orphans.] 
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ADDRESS 1. 



^^^K- leli^on — K truth which f<^w in aii)> age of the world bi 

^^V !Ui 

^^K inl 

^^^ thr 

■ • of 



• mcliaed to question — Popular illuBlrationa of the BubjccI — Thr 
dty iu which the inliabitsnts were uid to have been suddenly 

' transfonned into marble— The palace in the desert— Admirable 

' lUuBtTation of Bishop Berliele;- The cxistenee of a supreme 
intelligent cause further etidenl from the proofs of design risible 

, in the vegetable kingdom — The disposition of plants and fruits 
throughout the world — The means employed far the dispersion 
of seeds— Striking observation of a joung gentleman on be- 
holding a eontrisanoB for the dispersion of seeds. 

My dear young friends, — The subject to whiiih youi' 
attention is ticw invited — namely, the being of a God — 
is one which lies at the foundation both of natural and 
revealed religion. The existence of a, Supreme Being, 
the Lord and Creator of the heavens and the earth, is bo 
evident, and an idea so natural to the human mind, that 
but very few in any age of the world have been found 
inclined to doubt, or willing to question the fact. How- 
ever, there have been men who have not scrupled to as- 
cribe their own existence to ckanee, and the coniititution 
of the world to a foriaitoiu eombinalion of atoms. - The 
arguments of such persons are so contrary to common 
sense, and so palpably erroneous, that to attempt a refu- 
tation would be a mere waste of time. 
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In some eastern tale I remember to have read of > 1 
city, the inliabitantsof which were suddenly transformed, 
by enchantment, into marble. Were sucli an event 
really to happen, and could any of you be transported 
thither, although unable to perceive one living form, 
you would not hesitate to believe that the works of art, 
by which you would be encompassed on every hand, were 
tlie production of intelligent beings, In the same waj, 
when we perceive in the world around ua inniunerable 
instances of design carried out with the utmost skill, and 
all conducing to the welfare of man, we cannot doubt 
but that the whole is the result of the operations of some 
wise and over- ruling power. 

Bishop Watson illustrates this great truth by alittle story 
possessing a degree of novelty, which may impress your 
minds: — "The Mahomedans," says the bishop, "have 
invented many fabulous accounts concerning the pro- 
phets and the patriarchs of the Old Testament : amongst 
the rest they tell us that Moses having preached a long 
time to the king, Pharaoh, wlio was an Atheist and a 
tyrant, on the existence of one eternal God, and on 
tile creation of Uie world, and finding that he made no 
impression either upon Pharaoh or his courtiers, ordered 
a fine palace to be erected privately at a considerable 
distance from a country residence of the king. It hap- 
pened that the king, as he was hunting, saw this palace, 
and inquired by whom it had been built. None of his 
followers could give him any infonnalion. At length 
Moses come forward and said to him, that the palace 
must have built itself! The king fell a-laughing at Ms 
absurdity, telling him it was a pretty thing for a miui 
who called liimself a prophet to say Utat such a palace 
hud built itself in the middle of a desert ! Closes inter- 
rupted him by saying, ' You think it a strange extra- 
vagance to aflirm that this palace built itself, the thing 
being impossible, and yet you believe that the univerie 
made itself! If this fine palace, which is but an atom 
in comparison witJi the whole world, could not spnna 

rom itself in this desert, how much more impossible 
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it that this world— so solid, so great, so admirable in all 
its parts— could be made by itself, and that it should not 
on the contrary be the work of an architect wise and 
powerful ! ' " The king, says the story, was convinced, 
and worshipped God ai Moses had instructed him to do. 
But of aJl the popular illustrations of this argument 
within my knowledge, none is more happy or clearer than 
the following: — "We," Gays Bishop Berkeley, "ac- 
knowledge the existence of each other as unquestionable, 
and when called on for the evidence on which this ac- 
knowledgment is founded, allege that of our senses ; 
yet it can by no means be afSrined with truth that our 
senses discern immediately any man. We see, indeed, 
a form, and the motions and actions of that form ; and 
we hear a voice communicating to us the thoughts, emo- 
tions, and volitions of an intelligent being ; yet it is in- 
tuitively certain that neither the form, the motions, the 
actions, the voice, the thoughts, nor tlie volitions, are 
that intelligent being ; or the living, acting, thinking 
thing which we call man. On the contrary, they are 
merely effects of which that living, acting thing, denoted 
by the word man, is the cause. The existence of the 
cause, or, in other language, of the man, we conclude 
from the effects which he thus produces. In the same 
manner, and with the like certainty, we discover the ex- 
istence of God. In the universe without us, and in the 
little world within us, we perceive a great variety of effecU 
produced by some cause adequate to tlie production. Thus 
the motion of the heart, arteries, veins, and other vessels, 
of the blood and other juices, of the tongue, the hands 
and other members ; the perception of Ihe senses and 
the actions of the mind ; the storm, the lightning, the 
volcano, and the earthquake ; the reviviscence and 
growth of the vegetable world ; the diiFusion of hght, 
and the motions of the planetary system, are all effects, 
and effects of a cause adequate to their production. 
This cause is God, or a being possessed of intelligence 
and power sufficient to contrive and bring them to pass. 
Innumerable instances of design, and of tlie adaptation 
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of means lo an end, meet our oyes at every ttiro. Ther»B 
is nut a blade of Rrasa that grows, or an atom that lief 
upon the aea-aliore, th»t might not serve to establisb t 
fact of a creative power." 

We shal) draw your attention to a few examples which 
we have culled at random from the boundless field of 
illustrations by whicli thiB great truth hits been brought 
home to the human mind, feeling that an increase of 
knowledge, with due reflection, will tend to convince 
you of the existence of, and strengthen your veneration 
for, the great and adorable Greater of the universe. 

The mineral kingdom affords innumerable prooft of 
design, art, and arrangement ; but we prefer at present 
to state a few instances discoverable is the vegetable 
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! find THAT THROUGHOUT THE Dl»- 
OP THE EARTH THE PLANTS AND 
fBtlTS ARE DISPOSED IK A MANSER MOST COMPATIBLE 

WITH THE WANTS DC THE INHABITANTS. In approach- 
ing the torrid zone, upon which the sun's rays descend 
with unmitigated fierceness, we might expect that the 
fruits of the earth would become hard and parched ; but 
the contrary is the case : as we draw nearer the equator, 
the fruits and vegetables become generally more moist 
and juicy. Cucumbers, pine-apples, melons, oranges, 
&c., are the natural produce of warm climates, and con- 
tribute greatly by their coolness to the refreshment of 
the inhabitants. In the burning sands of the desert we 
find plants that actually distil or drop water. The 
pitcher plant is found growing in the deserts of America : 
it clings like the mistletoe to the tops of trees, having 
its leaves turned at the base into the shape of a pitcher, 
from which it takes its name. In this the rain is col- 
lected and preserved for the benefit of thirsty men, 
birds, and other animals. The water tree of Ceylon 
produces round bladders, of the shape of a drum, coveted 
with a lid, into which the plant itself pumps up a pure 
and refreshing water. There is likewise a kind of cuckoo 
pint in New France, which, when cut, will afford a pint 
of excellent water. The wild pine of Campeachy re- 
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tains the rain water in ita leaves : " When we find these 
pines," says Dampier, in hia Voyage, " we stick our knives 
into the leaves just above the roots, and that lets out the 
water, which we catch in our hats, as 1 have done mavy 
times to my yreat relief." Many lives, in dearth of water, 
are preserved by means of this plant. The water-with 
of Jamaica, and a similar plant in the Island of Am- 
boyna, when cut or broken " yieldelh excellent, good, 
fair, and sweet water, and as fresh as from the fountain, 
affording an admirable refreshment to those that travel 
those high and dry mountains, as T myself did find by 
good experience." Of the like kind is the Ibuntain-tree 
described by Gla£s, in his History of the Canary Islands, 
from which is distributed each day (o every family of the 
district " seven pota or vessels full of water, besides what 
is used by the principal people of the island." Also (he 
tree yielding water near the mountains of Vera Pa^, in 
America, described in Cockbum's Voyages, — "from 
which, to our great amazement, as well as joy, we saw 
water dropping, or, as it were, distilling fast from the end 
of every leaf of this wonderful tree ; and it may be sup- 
posed how thankfully we partook of this refreshing supply, 
having for four days suffered much from want of water." 
And to come to a tree, the cocoa-nut, with the fruit of 
which you are all familiar, there could not be a more re- 
markable exampleof beneficent care for the wants of man. 
Every nut, as you are aware, contains a quantity of a 
milk-hke fluid, varying in good ones from a pint to a 
quart. To preserve this from evaporation by the heat 
of the climate in which it grows, in addition to the hard 
shell which contains the fruit, the nut is enveloped in an 
exterior rind a foot thick, of which, both from the mate- 
rials forming it, and the manner in which they are put 
together, a kind of shield is composed which renders the 
interior impervious to the rays of the hottest sun. 

Another interesting proof of the presence of a design- 
ing mind in nature, is deducible from the means em- 

PLOYEH FOR THE DISPERSION OF SEEDS, Sotne art- 

furnished with what are not improperly called wings, 
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' that is, dD«'ny appendages, by wliith tLey are enabled 
to float in the ajr, and are carried ciltentimes by tlie 
wind to a great distance from the parent plant. Of this 
kind the thistle and the dandelion are examples. Every 
one has seen thoae little balloons sailing through the air, 
but perhaps he has never remarked that the seed, from 
its greater weight, always keeps its under position, and 
lights first on the ground in the direction most favourable 
for taking root. Others are furnished with little hooks 
by which ihey stick to animals which brush against them, 
and carry them to a distance. 

" And what is still more admirable is that nature 
geems to have given to some birds the care of planting 
trees. They sow the nuts, which afterwards shoot and 
grow. Ravens have been thus seen to plant oaks — and 
this is their method ;^they make a hole wilh their bill, 
and drop an acorn into it, which they afterwards cover 
with earth and moss. It must not be supposed that they 
do all tliis with an intention to plant trees : it is instinct 
alone which prompts them. They bury the acorn for 
their food ; it shoots and becomes an oak. Many seeds 
by their agreeable taste and smell invite the birds to 
■wallow them, and thus transport them here and tliere, 
and render them fruitful by the heat of their bowelf. 
After having kept them some time in their stomachs, 
&ey let them fall on the ground, where they take root, 
ahoot, blossom, and produce new seeds."* 

Such seeds as are heavy and unmoveahle by more ob- 
vious means, such, for instance, as the stones and seeds 
I of fruits, are commonly swallowed both by birds and 
k beasts, and conveyed in their stomachs wiiithersoever 
I they rove, and are ultimately planted, not only in the 
k neighbouring fields and countries, but also in the more 
ft distant regions. 

■ Some seed vessels are burst by the sun's heat, and 
(t^ow out their seeds with a Tiolent jerk to some dis- 
[tancc. " Others of considerable weiglit are lodged per- 

• Slumi'! Renections, Morcli XV. 
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uently in a large and liglit husk, wliich, toother 
with tJie seed contained in it, is easily separated after 
the seed has become ripe, and blown l)y the wind over 
extensive tracts ; otUera still are winged and feathered 
in such & manner as to be easily wafted in the breeze, 
and spread through all the surrounding country." 

"A young gentleman," says Dr. Dwight,*"onceinm3' 
presence examining a seed of a particular kind of grass, 
and finding a beautiful feather thus adhering to it, was 
so stnickwith this contrivance for the dispersion of such 
seeds over the earth, that he exclaimed, ' The man must 
be a brute who does not believe in the existence of 
God.' ■■ 
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No effecl produced without a osum — ^What is formed with tegu- 
Urity tnuit have an intelligeni cause— Dr. Beallie's siogular 
mode ofiiupieEsiiig ihis truth on the mind of hia son — Instance 
of design visible ia the niHtcriHl world, continued — T)ie initinct 
of animala— The adaptation of the forma of aniinala to the ful- 
filment of their inatincta — -The harmony with which things are 
apportioned to each other slrikiugly apparent in the world — 
The provision for terminating animal exiitenoe— The compo- 
aition and economy of the air — The anatomy of the human 
frame — The nervous ayrtein, &c.— Coneluiioii. 

That no effect can be produced without a cause is a 
fundamental principle of philosophy. Accordingly what 
begins to be must have a cause, and what is formed with 
regularity must have an intelligent cause. Dr. Beattie 
adopted a singular mode of illustrating and impressing 
this great truth upon the mind of his eldest son, " He," 
says the doctor, " had reached his fifth or sixth year 

• D>vight'sTheo1ogj-, Sermon Xni. 
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— knew the alphabet, and could read. Id a corner of a 
little garden, without informing any person of the cir- 
cumstance, [ wrote in the mould with inj linger the 
thres initial letters of his name, and Bowiug garden creBsei 
in the furrows, covered up the seed, and smoothed the 
ground. Ten days after, he came running to me, anda 
with astonishment in his countenance, told me that hti 
name waa growing in the garden I I smiled at the re- 
port, and seemed inclined to disregard it ; but he in- 
sisted on my going to see what had happened. * Yei,' 
said 1 carelessly, on coming to the place, ' 1 lee it is so, 
but there is nothing in this worth notice — it is mere 
ehanee,' and I went away. He followed me, ajid taking 
hold of my coat, said with some earnestness, it could not 
be mere chance, for that somebody must have contrived 
matters so as to produce it. I pretend not to give hii 
words or my own, for I have forgotten hoUi, but I give 
the substance of what passed between us in such lan- 
guage as we both understood. ' So you think,' I said, 
' that what appears so regular as the letters of your name 
cannot he by chance V ' Yea,' said he with firmness, ' I 
think so.' ' Look at yourself,' I replied, ' and consider 
your hands and fingers, your legs and feet, and other 
limbs, are they not regular in appearance, and useful to 
you?' He said they were. 'Came you then hither,' 
said I, ' by chance ?' ' No,' he answered, ' that cannot 
be— something must have made me.' ' And who is thU 
something V I asked. He said he did not know — (I 
took particular notice that he did not say, as Rousseau 
fancies a child in like circumstances might say, that his 
parents made him). 1 had now gained the point I 
aimed at ; 1 saw that his reason taught him (though he. 
could not so express it) that what begins to be must 
have a cause, and what is formed with regularity must 
have an intelligent cause. The lesson affected him 
greatly, and he never forgot either it, or the 
stance that introduced it," 

We shall now, as we formerly promised, lay before 
you a few more interesting instances of design visible in. 
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^e material world, and from which we deduce the fad 
of the existence of a supreme intelligtnt being. 

In the last Address the examples were selected from 
the vegetable kingdom — we ahal! now choOKC (hem from 
the animal world. The first we shall mention is the 
iNBTiscr OF ANIMALS, Quadrupeds give suck to their 
lender young till nature enables tliem to digest a more 
solid food. The ewe, which has two lambs, will not 
suffer one to suck unless the other be present to suck 
also, for fear one should starve while the otl er grows 
fat. The hare often confounds the dog b} her w nd 
ings. Wlien the bear attacks cattle, thev draw up for 
mutual defence. Horses fight with their heela— oxen 
with their ilorna. Swine get together n herds and 
boldly oppose themselves to any attack; and t s orthy 
of remark, that all of them place their loung as less 
able to defend themselves, in the middle, that they may 
remain safe during the battle. 

Some animals consult their safety greatly by night. 
When horses sleep in woods, one always remains awake 
in turn, and as it were to keep watch. Monkeys, in 
Brazil, when they sleep upon trees, always put one to 
watch, who keeps awake to give notice when the tiger 
creeps towards them ; and if ever the guard is found 
asleep, the rest tear him to pieces. 

Birds by their different way of flying frequently 
escape the hawk. If the dove had the same manner 
of flying as the hawk, she would hardly ever escape his 
claws. While the female rooks and crows are sitting, 
the males bring them food ; but small birds, and most 
otherswhich pair, sitby tuma. The hen commonly takes 
upon herself all the care of hatching and bringing up the 
young, as the cock seldom or ever notices them in the 
least. The duck plucks off her featiiera and covers her 
eggs with them, when she leaves the nest to look for 
food, lest the cold should injure them ; and when the 
young are hatched, almost every one has been a witness 
of her care of them, till they are able to shift for them- 
■elves. 
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acd bodies, the earth i 

;rcfare, wbeu ati aiiiiu 

t, &c., lose not i 



3uld he covered with ihem;,, 

1 (lies, bears, wolves, foxe^l 

till they have taken it^ 

all away. But if a horse, for example, were to die near ' 
a public road, and to be left there, you would find him 
af^r a few days swelled and burst, and at last filled with 
an immense number of tlie grubs of those flies that feed 
im flesh, by which he is entirely consumed and taken 
(Jill of the way, that he may not become offensive to 
imssengerH by his poisonous stench. By ihese 
meanii the earth is not only kept free from corrupt 
bodies, but many animals are furnished with what is 
needful Ibr their existence. In like manner, many in- 
kfcts nt once promote their own good and that of other 
animals. They lay their eggs 
waters, and the grubs that aris 
away all the corrupt mutter. 
Tub ADAPTAiios of the fo 



n standing and putrid 
I from these eggs dear 
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affords a proof of 
design no less remarkable : — " The covering of birds 
cannot escape the most vulgar observation — its light- 
ness, its smoothness, its warmth. The disposition of 
the feathers, all inclined backward ; the down about their 
stem, the overlapping of their tips, their different con- 
figuration in difierent parts, not to mention the variety 
of their colours, constitute a vestment ibr the body, so 
beautiful, so appropriate to the life which the animal is 
to lead, as that I think we should have had no conception 
of anything equally perfect if we had never 
IIS suppose a person who had never seen a bird to bttrj 
p)-i?5ented with a plucked pheasant, and bid to . 
wils to work how to contrive for it a covering, 
shall unite the qualities of warmth, levity, and lei 
resistance to the air, and the highest degree of each,' 
giving it also as much of beauty and ornaff'ent as he 
could afford, lie is the person to behold the work of 
the Deity in this part of his creation, with the sentimeuti 
which are due to it," — Palky's Nati'ral Tiieoloov. 
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I need hardly refer to the fore part of the head of 
swine. The retired under jaw works in the ground 
after the protruding snout, like a prong or a plough- 
share, till it has made its way to tlie roots on which it 
feeds. Or to the trunk of the bee : ** it is not formed 
like that of other flies, in the manner of a tube by 
which the fluid is to be sucked up ; but like a besom 
to sweep or a tongue to lick it away. The animal is fur- 
nished also with teeth, which serve it in making wax."* 
Or to the proboscis of the elephant, the felicitous adapta- 
tion of which to the wants of the creature is so self- 
evident and well known that it need not be described. 

The harmony with which things are apportioned 
TO each other throughout the world is most wonder- 
ful, and aflFords another striking instance of design. The 
size of one animal when compared with another, and of 
the human animal especially, when considered with 
respect to other animals, and to the plants which grow 
around him, is exactly such as a regard for his con- 
venience would have pointed out. A giant could not 
have milked goats, reaped corn, or mowed grass ; he 
could not have rode a horse, or trained a vine, or shorn 
a sheep, A pigmy would have been lost among rushes, 
or carried off by birds of prey. 

Providence has ordained that some animals should 
inhabit the waters, others fly in the air : that some 
should live in the hottest parts, and some in more tem- 
perate climes, whilst others are confined to the cold 
countries where ice and snow constantly abound ; and 
that certain animals should frequent deserts, mountains, 
woods, and pools or meadows, according as the food 
proper for the nature of each is found. 

By this means there is no tract of land, no sea, no 
river, no country, that does not contain and nourish 
various kinds of animals ; and by this means, too, animals 
of one kind are prevented from robbing those of another 
kind of their food. Oxen delight in low grounds, 

* Goldsmith's Animated Nature. 
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because the food wliich they reluh best giovrs there. 
Sheep prefer naked hills, where they Und a kind of graas 
which they love above all other things. Goats climb 
up steep rocks and mountains, that they may feed on the 
tender shrubs which they meet with there ; and in order 
to fit them tor it, tlieir feet are made for jumping. 
Horses prefer the leafy plants whicli they find in the 
woods : in short, so various are the appetites of animals, 
that there is scarcely a plant which is not chosen by 
some, and refused by othe 
different animals livi 



md vhen it happen 
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always leaves something for the other. This is well 
known to the Dutch, who have found that when eight 
cows have been in a pasture, and can no longer find food, 
two horses will do there very well for some days ; and 
when nothing is left for the horses, four sheep will liv0._ 
on it. 

Take the earth as it is, and consider the correspondei 
of the powers of its inhabitants with the praperdej 
and condition of the soil which they tread. Take t' 
inhabitants as they are, and consider the substance 
which the earth yields for their uae. They can s 
its surface, and its aiirlace supphea all ihey want. _ 

When we pass from the earth to the sea, from land to 
water, we pass through a great change, but we find a 
corresponding change of animal forms and functions 
suited to the new element. The earlh in ila nature j 
very different from the aea, and the sea from the e 
but one accords with its inhabilanta as exactly at 
other. 



" But if (for Nature doth n 
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And grfttel o'etabounding, Ihiiili it ii( 
Bpiieath thy toil ; the slurdj paat-trr 
Will risE luxuriant, and with tougbesl 
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But abat or of iUelf, or elee compelled, 
AlToTiis advantage. On the bnncD heath 
The shepherd tends hi« flock, that dailj crop 
Their verdint dinner ftom the inoisy turf. 
SufUcient: after Ihem the cackling goose, 

• Close grazer, Ends wherewith to ease her wanL 

What should I more? Even on the cliiTy beight 
Of Penmaen-Maur, and that oloud-pieroing hill, 
Plinlimmon, from afar the traveller kens, 
Astoniflh'd, how the goats their nhrubliy browse 
Gnaw pendant."— P 11 iiLip's CtdEB, Book I. 

The provision, too, fou tebmisatino animal e: 

EN-CE BY StMttLTANEOrS OB MVTUAL DEBTRUC 

although apparently a syBtem of cruelly, is in reality a 
mark of beneficent design. They chiefly fall either a 
prey to olhers, or by a change of season. Seeing that 
a brute has no physician to attend him, and can receire 
no assistance from its fellows to alleviate pain, what a 
condition of suflering and misery would be theirs if 
left to perish by decay ! If the present syatetn of pursuit 
and prey were altered, the world would soon be filled 
with drooping, superannuated, half-starved, helpless, and 
unhappy creatures. 

"" T OF THE AtR AFFORDS 

The a 



breathe is far from being one uniform suhstance. It is a 
very curious mixture of three kinds of air, called by the 
chemiats gases — namely, nitrogen or azote, which comes 
in for more than three-fourtha in the composition of air, 
oxygen a little less than a quarter, and carbonic acid 
one huudredth part. 

Tiie first of these is commonly called inflammable air : 
when it is inhaled without mixture, it suffocates every 
living being. The second or vital air, if pure and un- 
mixed, would be too pliant, and would soon wear out our 
organs ; and the third serves as a connection to the two 
former. The union of the three gases fonns the air vie 
breathe. 

By respiration, flame, and putrefaction, air is rendered 
unfit for the support of animal life. From the constant 
operation of these causes, we might fear that in time the 
■vhole atmosphere would lose iU purity ; but here we 
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iliscnvcT u bcnuciful Biid wonderful instance of skill and 
coiilrivnnce. Tlie very air so cnntaniinated is the prin- 
c'iiinl ingredient in the support of vegetation. The 
plant purifies ivhat the animal has poisoned. Whst a 
woiulcrfuS fivslem is tliis coniinuaily in operation ! 

It ivi>uld require a large volume to detail all live 
cxlraordinnry discoveries that chemists have m^e about 
llie dift'crent kinds of air. Who would have supposed 
that by burning oxygen and hydrogen (83 per cent, of 
ojtygen, and IS per cent, of hydrogen), water, of idl 
tilings, is produced ? Yet so it is. And you have only 
III separate the vital air from the inflammable find car- 
bonic by bnrning, and jrou obtain the air by which bal- 
Icona nre inflated. This inflammable air is from 12 to 
1 ^ times lighter Chan the common atmosphere, aad which 
hiding contained unmixed in the balloon causes it to 
Hue into the air. 

The lost, but not the least wonderful proof of design 
tbnt i fcliall aildiice from the material world is the 
iiiiMAN FRAME. It was remarked once by a person who 
knew the nnntoiny of the human frame, that every time 
a muii lifts his hand to his head, he has cause to admire 
the skill and wiedom of the Almighty, And (his was 
well said, for he had only to reflect how many things are 
I'oquisite for performing this action, famihar and simple 
as it seems to be. First, he must have a long hard tube 
of a bone, in order to give to the arm its firmness, but 
which, being rigid, and its substance inflexible, can only 
turn upon joints. Secondly, he must have joints for the 
purpose ; one at the shoulder to raise the arm, and 
tinothcr at the elbow to bend it. These joints are con- 
tinually fed with a soft oil to make the parts slip easily 
upon one another, and held together by strong braces to 
keep them in their position. 

Then strings and muscles for the purpose of drawing 
the bones in the direction in which the joints allow them 

A further provision is still necessary — namely, a com- 
munication with the brain by means of nerves, " Between 
the brain and the muscles there is a circle of nerves ; one 
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conveys the influence from the brain to the muscles, and 
the other gives the sense of the condition of the 
muscle to the brain." The one are called " nerves of 
sensation, and the other nerves of motion, wholly distinct 
from each other."* 

Now let us take a brief sketch of the contents of our 
bodies. Take notice how soft, how tender, how intricate 
these contents are ; how constantly in action, how neces- 
sary to life ; reflect upon the danger of any injury to their 
substance, or any derangement of their position, or any 
obstruction of their office. 

Observe the heart panting at the centre, at the rate 
of 4,000 strokes in an hour ; observe one set of pipes — 
namely, the arteries — conveying the stream of blood away 
from it ; another set — namely, the veins — bringing the 
blood back again. 

Observe the lungs performing their nice office — 
namely, stretching and contracting their many thousand 
vessels — in a manner which cannot cease for a minute 
without causing death. 

Observe the stomach exercising its powerful actions : 
the bowels propelling the digested food, whikt the most 
minute vessels, opening out upon the inner surface, are 
collecting from it as it proceeds, and are sending to the 
blood, an incessant supply of prepared nourishment, 
called chyle. 

Observe the blood pursuing its incessant round ; 

' while the liver, the kidneys, and many other organs are 

drawing off" from it all the while their proper secretions. 

All these several operations, together with others more 
subtile, but less capable of being investigated, are going 
on within us at one and the same time. 

Think, of this, and then observe how the body itself, 
which is the case which holds this machinery, is rolled, 
and jolted, and tossed about ; the mechanism remaining 
unhurt, and with very little molestation even of its 
nicest motions. 

♦ Transactions of the Aoyal Society. See paper read by Sir 
Charles Bell, 1826. 



OCCASIOl 



ADDKES8EB TO 



Observe a rope-dancer or a tumbler, the sudden 
twiBtingt;, and jerks, and shakings wjiich the internal 
parts must sustain by the postures into which their bodies 
are thrown ; and observe the shocks which these parts 
often receive in yourselves from sudden la]la and bruises 
without receiving much damage. 

Last]y, observe how firm and strong and tight Ihe 
bones are, how admirably they are covered ; the boweU 
concealed, tlie roughness of the muscles smootlied and 
softened ; and how over the whole is drawn a covering 
of fair flesh and skin, which, instead of the offensive 
exposures of the dissecting room, produces a form of the 
greatest symmetry, and of incomparable beauty. 

Now let me ask, is there any of yon who can candidly 
and eincerely lay his hand upon his heart and say " I 
believe all ihese things to be the effect of chance V I 
am convinced that there is not one ; and yet these are hut 
as nothing when compared with the examples that might 
he adduced — examples as innumerable as the operations 
of nature are varied and endless — 
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•ee s house, you judge there was a builder of 
and if yfiu see one room contrived for this purpose, and 
another for that, a door to enter, a window to admit light, 
a chimney to hold fire ; you conclude tliat the builds 
was a person of skill and forecast, who formed the house 
with a view to the accommodation of its inhabitants ? 
In this manner examine the world, and pjti/ the naan 
who, when he sees the Btgo of tlie wheat-sheaf, tiatk 
sense enough to know that there is a joiner, and some< 
where a painter, but who, when he sees the wheat-sheaf 
itself, is so stupid as not to say tg himself " This had « 
wise and good Ci 
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dear children, having become saLisfied as to the 
existence of God, the next great object of our inquiry 
should be how we may obtain hia favour, and what is 
the service that he requires at our hands ? That honour 
of some kutd is due from the creature to the Creator 
cannot be reasonably denied. This principle has been 
recognized by tlie majority of mankind in oil ages. 
Accordingly we find that every nation has for tlie most 
part agreed upon and adopted certain articles of beUef 
and forms of divine worship, the solemn performance 
of which they beheve eiBcaoious in propitiating the 
Deity. These have been, and still are, widely different; 
yet the followera of each maintain that their own is the 
onJy true religion. To discover truth from falseliood 
on this momentous subject, should be amongst (he first 
unfettered eftbrts of the youthflil mind. 

The religions or syEtems of taith and modes of divine 
worsiiip most prevalent in the world, are the Pagan, 
Mohammedan, Jewish, and Christian. 

The most numerous Pagan aecls of the present day, 
are the Lamaites, in Thibet; the Buddhists of the 
Eastern Peninsula ; the Brahmins of Hindoostan ; and 
the Fetchje worshippers in Africa. As for the Chinese, 
their religion practically is said to consist in little else 
than divination. The Pagan sects comprise considerably 
more than one half tlie population of the globe. 

A very slight knowledge of the principles and prac- 
tices inculcated by tliese systems of superstition will be 
sufficient to convince an ingenuous and eniiglitened mind 
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of the hnllowness of their claims I 
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To describe their respective tenets, or enter upon 
EeriouB investigatioii of the evidences upon which theil 
pretended authority is founded, is not necessary her6, 
particularly as my object is rather to excite than gratify 
the spirit of inquiry,* 

Moiiammedanism, or Islamism, aa it is more properly 
called, next claims our attention ; and its recent propaga- 
tion and extensive reception by the nations of the earth 
might seem to require a more careful investigation of 
its origin, doctrines, and pretensions. 

Tliis religion originated with Mohammed, an Arabian, 
in the seventh century ; and !us object appears to have 
been to unite the professors of the diiferent religiom 
followed at that lime in that populous country ' 
knowledge and worship of one God, under certain la'nvi 
and ceremonies, partly of ancient and partly of moderU) 
institution. 

Mohammed comprehended the whoie substance of hii 
doctrine in two propositions — namely, that there is 1 
one God, and that himself was the Apostle of God ; 
consequence of which latter article all such ordinance 
and institutions as he thought fit to establish must be 
received as obligatory, and of divine appointment. 

The writings of this extraordinary man were collected 
together after his death, and now constitute the Koran, 
or Mohammedan Bible, which, in conjunction with the 
Sonna, or Book of Traditions, contain the tenets of 
Islamiam ; the substance of which may be supposed to 
be comprised in the following creed or articles of belief 
to which tlie assent of every Musselman is required, and 
which has recently been printed at Constantinople ftir 
the instruction of children in the Moslem faith ; — 

" I believe in tlie books which have been delivered 
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from Ueaven to the Prapheta, In thia roanner was tlie 
Koran given to Mohammed, the Pentateuch to Moses, 
tlie Psalter to David, and the Gospel to Jesus. I believe 
iu the prophets and in the miracles which they have 
performed. Adam was the first prophet, and Mohammed 
was the last, I believe that for tie apace of fifty 
thousand years the righteous shall repose under the 
5hade of the terrestrial paradise ; and the wicked shall 
be exposed to the burning rays ofthe sun. I believe in 
tlie bridge Sirat, which passes over the bottomless pit of 
Uell. It is as fine as a hair, and as sharp as a sabre. 
All must pass over it, and the wicked alial! be tliiown 
of!'. I believe in the water-pooU of Paradise. Each 
of the prophets has in Paradise a basin for his own use ; 
the water is whiter than milk, and sw^eeter than honey. 
On tlie ridgea of the pools are vessels to drink out of, 
and they are bordered witli stars. I beUeve in Leaven 
and hell. The iuhabitanta of the former know no want; 
and the houris who attend them are never afflicted 
with sickness. The floor of Paradise is musk. The 
stones are silver, and the cement gold. The damned 
are, on the contrary, tormented with fire and by voracious 
and poisonous animals." 

This extract forms a copious commentary upon the 
tenets of Islamism, and needs no observations. 

The professors of Islamism ate not, as might he ex- 
pected, mifumished with arguments to support the 
divine autliority of their prophet, and many of them 
have ascribed to him the power of working miracles. 
Mohammed, however, expressly disclaims any super- 
natural power of tliat description. On referring to the 
Koran, it will he found that in reply to the incredulous 
that he would produce some proof of his mission from 
above, his answer was, " that God giveth the power of 
working miracles when and to whom he pleaseth ; that 
if he should work miracles, they would not believe ; that 
they had before rejectedMoses and Jesus, and the prophets 
who wrought miracles, and that the Koran itself was a 
miracle." — Sale's Koran. 
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His propbecies will be found, on acarcTuI cvaminatioiif. 1 
to be nothing but a. mass of absurdities. They deserw 1 
not a moment's consideration. 

When a Christian expresses his contempt for these ^ 
predictions, the Mohammedan doctors refer him to his 
own Bible, the text of wliicli they say, corrupted as it it, 
still retains sufiicient evidence of the coming of a great 
prophet, and from a number of passages tliey adduce 
we will select one ; for instance, in the 18th chapter of 
Deuteronomy, Moses writes, "A prophet shall the Lord 
raise up unto you like unto me ; him shall ye hear;" they 
tell us this prophet is no other than Mohammed. Now 
the Apostles apply this oracle of Moses unto Christ. If 
they do so justly, how can the Mohammedans pretend 
it agrees to Mohammed ? If the Gospel falsely apply 
this oracle of Moses to Jesus Christ, how then does , 
Mohammed say the Gospel is divine ? 

Again, they pretend that Jiis very name is mentioned 
in John, chaps, sv. and xvi., verses 7, 8 ; but that w 
an artful change of letters in the original, have rendered 
the name improperly. Who, we may ask, was he that 
blotted out his name from these books ? Did this happen 
before Itluhammed was bom, and before his doctrines 
were in vogue? No: for neither Jews nor Christiana J 
had any interest to erase from the sasred books the pro-'V 
mise of a great prophet. If they have preserved tiul 
predictionsof Anti-Christ, who was to make such ravaigei,! 
how much more would they not have preserved the pre- 
dictions of the coming of a teacher who should be more 
excellent than Jesus Christ and Moses ? But how was 
such a thing possible, seeing there were so many copies 
of the Holy Scripture spread throughout all the world, 
and translations of them into different languages ? They 
apply also to iiim (Deut. chap, xxxiii., v, 2) "The 
Lord came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir imto them ; 
he shined I'orth from Mount Paran, &c. ;" as if this pas- 
sage had respect to Mecca, to Mohammed and his laws, 
whereas it refers to the manner in which God gave hia 
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Diejr make the same application of Genesis, chap, 
svii., V, 20, where Ishmael is spoken of, not Mohammed. 
They ahuse in like manner Daniel, chap, ii., v. 24, and 
Psalm xxii., y. 10, H, wherein Christ is evidently 
{Minted out; as also Isaiah, chap, xxi., v. 7, where the 
ruin of Babylon is foretold. 

Mohammed himself, when challenged on this subject, 
related his wondrous visions, and referred to the Koran. 
As to tlie former, for aught 1 see, any man may assert 
that tlie angel Gabriel honours him with secret visitations, 
or the presence in battle of invisible angels, or that he 
made a night journey to heaven on the back of a wonder- 
ful animal, and that he saw the stars suBpended by chains 
of gold from a heaven of pure silver ; that the Angel of 
Death is of so great a size that tlie distance between 
bis eyes was of 70,000 days' journey, and that he saw 
another in the sixth heaven which had 70,000 heads and 
'as many tongues. And with regard to the latter, sup- 
pose we allow that it contains many Kublime passages 
relative to God and his perfections, and many sound and 
salutary precepts of morality — tjiat the language is 
elegant, and the standard of purity in the Arabic tongue — 
might not the same tiinga be asserted of many other 
works, both ancient and modern, allowed on all hands to 
have been produced by the unassisted powers of man ? 

The ultimate success of tlie Arabian impostor has 
been attributed to a variety of causes. Mr. Sale, 
the learned translator of the Koran, says, "It is 
probable that the harmony of expression found in the 
Koran might contribute not a little to make them relish 
the doctrines, and give an efficacy to arguments which, 
without this rhetorical dress, might not have so easily 
prevailed. And in this Mohammed seems to have suc- 
ceeded so well, and £o strangely captivated the minds of 
his audience, that several of his opponents thought it 
the effect of witchcraft and enchantment." 

a full consideration of (he subject, a celebrated 
" thus concludes his observations — " Are we 
• Gibbon. 
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surprised that a multitude of proselytes should emhra 
the doctrines and the passions of an eloquent fanatic? 
In the heresies of tlie Churuh, the same seduction has 
been tried and repeated from the time of the Apostles 
to that of the Reformers. Does it seem incredible 
that a private citizen should grasp the sword and the 
sceptre, subdue his native country, and erect a monarchy 
byhia victorious arms? Inthemovingpicture of the dynas- 
ties of the East, a hundred fortunate usurpers have arisen 
from a baser origin, surmounted more formidable obsta- 
cles, and filled a larger scope of empire and conquest. 
Mohammed was alike instructed to preach and (o fight, 
and the union of these opposite qualities, nrhQe it 
enhanced his merit, contributed to his success. The 
operation oi' force, and persuasion of enthusiasm and of 
I'ear, continually acted on eacli other, till every barrier 
yielded to their irresistible power. His voice invited the 
Arabs to freedom and victory, to arms amfcrapine, to the' 
indulgence of their darling passions in fliis world and 
the nest ; the restraints which he imposed were requisite 
to establish the credit of the prophet, and to exercise 
the obedience of the people." 

So much for the reception and progress of Islamism, 
during Mohammed's Ufe and after Iiis death. "If we 
reflect," says Dr. Mavor, " that they (the first Moslem 
converts) fought under the banner of a fanaticiBm which 
inspired such an enthusiasm as to render the soldiery 
in a manner invincible ; that they were led to believe that 
the war (for the propagation of lieir rehgion) had been 
commanded by the Divinity, who had enjoined them to 
shed the blood of the Infidels ; and that heaven waa 
ready to receive all those who iell in battle ; it is 
not surprising that such powerful incentives, acting on 
an ignorant and ferocious multitude, shoidd in a little 
time have achieved such extensive conquefts." (Se^J 
Note B. Appendix). " 
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ADDRESS IV. 



THE JUDAISM OF TRK t 

The Jewish religion ib coiilained in the Old TesMment Scripturts 
CDDBiderEd with reference to itsdiviae origin — The iiiipot^ibility 
of BCCDunling for the mirsclsa wrought by Mdsi^b iii Egypt 
by natural causea— The Feast of the Pueso'eT a iDEmarial' of 

»ibe truth and reality of theae miraclaa— The SabbBticil year and 
Iht year of Jubilee, two miracles conatantly recurring while the 
Jewish polity subsisted, demonatiale its divine origin — The 
prophecies of the Jewish lawgiver — their exact and literal 
fiilfllinent — The Jewish economy designed to eubsiit only (ill 
the appeflmace of the McMiah. 

The religion of the Jews next claims our atlfintioii. 
With [he history of tliis singular people, and of Moses 
their great lawgiver, and of the doctrines he taught, un 
contained in the Bible, you are alreaxiy familiar. We 
shall, therefore, at once enter upon an examination of 
the evidence of the diyTne origin of his mission. Itwaa 
of two kinda, external and internal. The external are 
miracles and prophecy. The wonders wrought by Moses 
in Egypt to prove that he was sent by God were numerous, 
and to account for them by natural causes seems im- 
possible. Your time will not admit of entering largely 
into this subject. One memorial of the truth and reality 
of these miracles remains to the present day. The last 
aif^n by which it appeared to Pharaoh that God's power 
was with Moses, was the destruction of all the lirst- 
bom of the Egyptians in one night, not indiscriminately 
by a general pestilence, but one person in every house. 
TTic Israelites were informed beforehand of the coming 
destruction, and the ceremony of the Passover was ap- 
pointed to them as a mart that God would pass them 
over. That ceremony tliey were ordered to observe in 
their generations for ever, and it is observed amongst 
them to this day, although instituted three tliousand 
years ago. In addition to this tliere are two miiucles 
of a peculiar kind, which, though properly belonftitig 
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to the internal evidence, afford the fullest demonstratios I 
that the law could come from none other than tlw>fl 
Creator and Governor of the universe. Tliey were! 
perpetuaUy recurring at stated periods of tLeir historj^l 
while they continued ohedient to the laws of their con-M 
stitution after its establiahment in the land uf Canaan. S 
They were connected with two institutions peculiar 
themselves. The first related to the institution of the " 
Sabhatical year and to the year of Jubilee. The Jewish 
law required not only rest on the seventh day, but also a 
rest every seventh year. — "And the Lord spake unto 
Moses in Mount Sinai saying, Speak unto the children 
of Israel and say unto them, when ye come into the 
land which I give you, then ehall the land keep a sabbath 
unto the Lord. Six years Ihou shalt sow thy field, 
and six years thou simlt prune thy vineyard and gather 
ill the fruit thereof: hut in the seventh year shall he a 
sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for tlie Lord ; 
thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune Ihy vineyard. 
That which groweth of its own accord of thy harvest 
thou shalt not reap, neither gather the grapes of thy 
vjne undressed, for it is a year of rest unto the land. 
And if ye shall say what shall we eat the seventh year, 
behold we shall not sow nor gather in our increase ? 
then I will command my blessing upon you in the sixth 
year, and it shall bring ibrth fruit/or three years. And 
ye shall sow the eighth year, and eat yet of old fruit 
until the ninth year : until her fruits come in, ye shall eat 
of the old store" (Lev., chap, xkv., v. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
20, 21, 22). 

This one circumstance shows the legation of Moses 
to have been divine. No legislator but he who knew he 
bore the commission of God, would have established an 
institution the observance of which was to be attended 
with a miracle over the whole land of Canaan every 
sisth year ; and had that miracle but failed in one in- 
stance, every Jew must have had a demonstration before 
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Sery Jew of common sense was competent to jud^e 
whether in the sixth year he reaped twice the ordinary 
produce of his fields. Now according to otir ideaa the 
probahility was that he shouid reap less, as it is a known 
law of agriculture, that land by use beconies exliausled, 
and its produce gradually decreases. Had the eighth 
year produced the fruits of two years, after the fellow of 
the seventh it would have been easy to account for it. 
There thus was a miracle regularly returning lo prove 
the truth and faithfulness of the God of Israel. Now 
we may ask, what lawgiver in any age or country, pos- 
sessing merely liuman authority, mould have ventured 
to promulgate such an ordinance as this \a any peop'e ? 
What lawgiver would ever have thought o!' obtaining 
present fame, hy pretending that such an ordinance was 
from God ? For on human principles it was at once 
impolitic and unnatural. Moses commanded the 
Israelites to abstain from agricultural labours, and wait 
a spontaneous harvest of nature. He assured them 
that the polity he was then ordaining, would be at regular 
intervals sanctioned by Divinf interposition in the revo- 
lution of time. He not only foretold an event which 
was yet in the womb of 'futurity, but an event which 
WM contrary to experience ; and which, if it took place, 
could not be doubtful or uncertain, hut would be public 
and universal, arresting the minds and subjected to the 
senses of all Israel. " Every sixth year shall bring forth 
fruit for tiree years." And this was to continue as long 
as the Israelites should obey the statutes of God, and 
hallow the seventh year, and no longer. And for this 
miraculous fertiUty of the earth, the Jewish legislator 
pledged himself; he pledged the credit of his whole 
code of laws for ages and generations to come. And 
had his assertion proved false, a people so prone to rebel 
as the Israelites would never have submitted to the loss 
of a year's produce of the land by withholding tiieir 
seed. That they did withhold their seed, and that they 
i hallow the seventh year, is as certain as that they 
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ever exuLed in Canaan.*" Besides the sabbath of t 
aeveatji year, there was the year of Juhilee, which re- 
turned at the end of Ibrty-nine years, and wa§ celebrated 
every fiftieth year : " And thou shait number seven sab- 
baths of years unto thee, seven times seven yeara ; and 
the space of the sevenaabbathe of years shall be unto thee 
forty and nine years. Then shalt thou cause the trumpet 
of tlie jubilee to sound on ilie tenth day of the seventh 
moiilli. In the day of atonement shall ye make the 
Irumpet sound throughout bD your land ; and ye shall 
lialiow the fiflielh year, and proclaim liberty throughout 
all ihe land unto all the inhabitants thereof. It shall be 
a jubilee unto you, and ye shall return every man unto 
his possession, and every man unto his family. A jubilee 
shall that fiftieth ytar be unto you. Ye shall not sow. 
neither reap that which groweth of itself in it, not gather 
tlie grapes in it of thy vine undressed" (Lev., chap, xxv., 
V- tt, 9, 10, 11). The trumpet of the jubilee announced 
to every man the restoration of his mherjtance, which 
had been sold, and the recovery of his personal liberty 
lo every man who had lost it. How merciful and 
eKceUent soever this law of Moses was, it is evident 
that the observance was likely to combat with many and 
great obstructions, from the avarice of those who were in 
possession, either of the property or of the persona of 
their brethren. And in that dechne of religion which 
brought on the captivity in Babylon, it was altogether 
disregarded, as well as the Sabbath of the seventh year. 
According to the prediction of Jehovali, they found the 

* Had Che predislioii of MoBesregajrding theiacieueof iheiixth 
.vcir jiruved &1sp, bis code of laws would have been rcgird«d with 
the same coiiteinpl hy the succeeding generEtioiis of Israel with 
which vie regard the impoBliires of MobDmined ; and we ihould 
have beard dd moie of a theocracy continuing aiter bin death, el- 
hihilcd in a regular chioiiulogy of evenli, which are as well con- 
firmed u tlio^e of ihe early Roninii or English hislorj. Still leas 
dhould we have heard of a reverence for the name of Moees (the 
true prophet) by bis own nation throughuut otery successive age. 
down in this day. — Sernmn on lJi« .tfuioie Jubiltc, bu Dr. AHcAaaa 
,./'. 120,130. 
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tainty of tlieir punishment rapidly to follow their vio- 
lation of Us law. " Then ahall the land enjoy her Sab- 
baths. As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest, because 
it did not rest in your Sabbatba when ye dwelt upon it" 
(Lev,, chap, xxvi., v. 34, 35) .As the forty -ninth year waa 
the Sabbatji of the seventh year, and the fiftieth year of Jnbi- 
lee, it is evident that during these two years their ground 
was to rest, and they were even interdicted from eating 
the spontaneous fruits of the earth. Now, either Moses 
received his laws from God, with whom all things are not 
only possible but equally easy ; or he was not only an 
irapostor, but a man destitute of common sense, and ut- 
terly nnquslilied to deceive any one who was not in a 
state of greater and more coniirmed stupidity than him- 
self. Between the one and the other of these two charac - 
ters there can be no intermediate one ; if he was not 
the messenger of God, he was absolutely out of his 
senses. If he did not certainly know that the Israelites 
were under a. miraculous Providence, he was bringing 
upon them all the miseries of famine and death. Had 
, Afohammed exposed his pretensions to divine legislation 
to such a test, within flity-two years his religion had 
been felo de se, its own destroyer. That cunning im- 
postor had too much sense to commit himself in such a 
ntaiuier. Can we suppose for a moment, that Moses, to 
whose wisdom and piety not only Jesus and his Apostles, 
but even many of llie Greeks and Romans as well as 
Mohammed, bore testimony, was capable of appointing 
laws, on pretence of their divine origin, which a few 
years must have proved to be an abominable imposition 
and tending to the destruction of his countrymen '! The 
very existence of the Jews is a sufficient refutation of 
such a charge, 

The other miracle accompanied the three annual fes- 
tivals, in which all the males were required to appear 
before God. This miracle was to recur thrice every 
year, " Thrice in the year shall your men children ap- 
r before the Lord, the Godof Israel" (Exodus, chap. 
'. 23). Every person who has even cursorily read 
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the history of thelsmelitea cannot but know that (he neigh- 
bouring nations were extremely hostile to lliat people. 
They were almost perpetually watching for an opportu- 
nity of doing them an injujy. Three times in the year 
such an opportunity oiFered itself. Three times in the 
year was their property left without a protector ; and yet 
when from their devotions they relumed to their families, 
they always found them in peace and safe^. These 
seasons of devotion and absence were fixed, and the time 
of them was as well known to their enemies as to them- 
selves. Without a miracle being continually interposed 
and the knowledge and belief of the divine promise that 
-was their security against invasion, the Israelites duist 
not have left their families and property in a state totally 
defenceless. But such powerful restraints did the fear of 
God, which fell on their enemies, oppose to their fierce 
and angry pasiiions, that these were never the times 
which they chose for their attacks. " For I will cast out 
tlie nations before thee and enlarge thy borders, neither 
shall any man desire thy land, when thou shalt go up to 
appear before the Lord thy God, thrice in the year" • 
(Exodus, chap, xxxiv,,v. 54). A requisition such as this 
no human legiKlator would ever have thought of, and this 
is on record, to prove,- by tlie internal evidence of the law 
itself, that Moses was only the subordinate, and God the 
supreme legislator. 

Prophecy constitutes the other part of the external 
evidence of the truth of revelation. It is true, that till 
their accompUshment, prophecies cannot be considered 
as evidence ; and, as by much the greater part of the 
Old Testament ]>rophecies were to be accomplished in 
periods of the world very remote from those in which 
they were given forth, they were to the men of that age 
no evidence at all. To them, therefore, miracles were 
tlie great and almost the only evidence. With respect 
to us, upon whoni,the ends of the world are come, how 
strongly soever the collected force of the miracles recorded 
in Scripture may operate upon our minds, it must be 
allowed tliat we have not that demonstration of sensi 
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their having been done which the spectators of them had. 
But with reapect to the evidence from prophecy, we pos- 
sess infinite advantages over those to whom the prophe- 
cies were first given forth. What they believed to be 
prophecy, from the other evidence of signs, wonders, and 
mighty works, which generally waited on the ministry 
of the prophets in many partic\ilar instances, we know 
Co have been faithfid predictions of indisputable facts. 
Of tliese our time will only permit us to mention a few. 
One of the most striking prophecies of Moses ha9 re- 
ference to the posterity of that very people whose pro- 
phet he waa. It ia contained in the 2Hth chapter of 
Deuteronomy. Without recurring to that part of the 
prophecy which had its accomplishment previous to the 
Christian era, let us direct our attention to those which 
relate to the present state of the Jews. " And the Lord 
shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of 
the earlh even unto the other ; aud there thou shall 
serve other gods, which neither thou nor thy falters 
have known, even wood and stone. And among these 
, nations thou shalt find no ease, neither shall tlie sole of 
thy foot have rest ; but the Lord shall give thee there a 
trembUng heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind. 
And thy life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou 
sholt fear day and night, aud sholt have uone assiu'aiice 
of tiiy life. In the morning thou shalt say, Would to 
God it were even ! and at even thou shalt say, Would to 
God it were morning ! for the fear of thine heart where- 
widi thou shalt fear, and for the sight of thine eyes which 
tliou shalt see" (verses 64, 65, 66, 67). It ia an incon- 
trovertible fact that the Jews are to be found in China, 
and in almost every part of the East, in almost all the 
countries of Europe and Africa, and in tlie West Indies 
aa well aa in America, The prophecy with respect to 
their serving other gods has been exactly fulfilled. The 
historian who of all the moderns has moat carefully 
studied and the most fidly written their history, haa, 
from the best sources of information, told us that wliile 
the Inquisition existed in Spain and in Portugal, they 
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lisguise their Eentiments, and, under 
the profession of being Roman Catholics, to worship the 
host and the images of the saints. " The Spanish and 
Portuguese Inquisitions reduce them to the dilemma of 
being either hypocrites or being burnt. The ntunherol' 
tiiese dissemblers is very considerable, and it ought not 
to be concluded that tliere are no Jews in Spain or Por- 
tugal because they are not known ; they are so much 
Ihe more dangerouB, for not only being very numerous, 
but confounded with the ecclesiastics, and entering into^ 
all ecclesiastical dignities." — Basnaoe. ■ 

The calamities of the Jews have been such as all his- 
tory cannot furnish anything with which they may be 
compared. In the siege of their capital city, Jerusalem, 
by TituB, we have presented to us, by their own historian 
Josephus, an assemblage of all the human evils that can 
harrow up the soul with horror, or dissolve it into pily ; 
rapine and murder, famine aiid pestilence within ; and 
without the city, fire and sword, and all the terrors of 
war. Foreseeing these calamities, the Saviour of the 
world wept. Tlie prediction of them by Moses stands 
upon eternal record, and the accomplishment of them 
has been so exact, that every man who does not shut his 
eyes must see it. The city was besieged at the Passover, 
when it was crowded with people from every part of the 
country, who were thus caught in a trap. While they 
were attacked by the Komans from without, two differ- 
ent and hostile factions were employed in tearing one 
another to pieces within the city. Titus, one of the most 
merciful generals that had ever been known, employed 
every means to persuade them to surrender, promising 
them the most advantageous terms, the preservation of 
their city and of iheir lives, and of their civil liberties as 
well as of their property ; but ihey scorned every prp- 
posal. The number of unburied carcases corrupted the 
air, and produced a pestilence. After a siege of six 
months the city was taken, Titus exerted himself to 
save the Temple, but found it impossible. The whole 
city with the exception of three towers and a small part 
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of the wall was levelled with the ground. The founda- 
tions of the temple, and of the other parts of the city, 
were ploughed up. Soon cifter the forts of Herodiao 
and Macheron were taken ; the garriBon of Maasada 
chose rather to murder themselves than to surrender. At 
Jerusalem alone, one million and one hundred thousand 
men perished by the sword, by famine, or by pestilence. 
In otiier places two hundred and liFty thousand perished 
in the same manner. Vast numbers were $old as beasts, 
iind sent in vessels into Egypt to labour as slaves, tilt 
the market was so overstot^ked that no purchasers could 
be found. Thus was accomplished the prophecy in 
the G8th verse. A small number of tliem were al- 
lowed to remain in Judea, who aflerwards had ihetr 
strength recruited by the accession of their countrymen 
from other quarters. In the reign of Adrian, a.d. 134, 
under the conduct of Barchochba, they revolted, and 
fell upon the Romans and Christians that were dispersed 
thtoughout Judea, and with the most outrageouB cruelty 
put them all to the sword. Adrian, who was at that 
time at Athens, soon sent against them a powerful army 
under the command of Julius Severus. Their leader, 
who claimed to be the Messiah, was slain, with above 
five hundred thousand of his adherents. All their best 
towns were taken and demolished. They were expelled 
from Judea, and by a public decree forbidden to come 
witliin view of their native country. Vast numbers were 
sold as slaves. ' Adrian is said to have built a city upon 
Mount Calvary, and to have erected a statue, in marble, 
of a swine over the gate that led to Bethlehem. No Jew 
was allowed to enter the city, or so much as to look at it, 
under pain of death. In the reign of Constantine, the 
Jews made another attempt to recover their city, and to 
rebuild tlieir temple ; but tliey were restrained by the 
Emperor, who caused their ears to be cut off, and their 
bodies to be marked for rebels, and in this condition 
they were dispersed, as fugitives and slaves, over all the 
provinces of the empire. Julian, the apostate from Chris- 
tianity, before he set out on his expedition against the 
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Persians, from liis hatred to the Christiane rather tl 
itis love to the Jews, promised them, that if he m 
ceeslul, he would rebtiild the holy city of Jerusalei 
restore them to their native country, and join with tl 
there in the worship of the great God of the univene. 
Before he set out from Antioch, he issued orders for the 
re-building of Jerusalem with the greatest splendourand 
magnificence. He assigned vast sums of money for the 
purpose, and gave it in charge to Alypius, who had for- 
merly been his lieutenant, to superintend the work. It 
was undertaken with the greatest vigour and exertion. 
But horrible balls of fire bursting forth near the founda- 
tions, rendered the place inaccessible to the workmen, 
who were repeatedly burnt, and forced by the fiery ele- 
ment to lay the work aside. For the truth of this fact 
we have the testimony of Ammianus Marcellinns, an 
heathen historian ; and the confession of Zemuch David, 
a Jew, who acknowledges that Julian was divinitm im- 
pedilva, hindered by God in this attempt ; other histO' 
rians also bear witness to the same purpose. 

" And among these nations shalt thou find no eBM) 1 
neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest" (verse 6S)i | 
They have been so far from finding rest, tliat they have 
been banished from city to city, and from ooimtry to 
country. In many places they have been banished and 
recalled, and banished again. We shall confine ourselves 
to modern times, and only just mention their great 
banishments from countries very well known. In the 
latter end of tiie thirteenth century they were banished 
from England by Edward I., and were not permitted to 
return and settle again till Cromwell's time. In the 
latter end of the fourteenth century they were banished 
from France (for the seventh time, says Mazeray) by 
CharlesVI., and ever since they have been only tolerated, 
but have not enjoyed entire liberty, except at Metx, 
where they have a synagogue. In the latter end of the 
fifteenth century tliey were banished from Spain by 
Ferdinand and Isabella; and according to Mariana, 
there were a hundred and seventy thousand families, o 
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; say, eiglit hundred thousand persons wlio left 
the kingdom. Most of them paid deatlylo John II. for 
a refuge in Portugal ; but within a few years ihey were 
expelled from thence also, by his successor, Emanuel. 
And in our own time they have been banished from 
Prague by the Queen of Bohemia. 

" They should be oppressed and spoiled evermore : 
and their houses and vineyards, tbeir oxen and assc-s, 
should be taken from them, and thej should he only op- 
pressed and crushed alway" (verse 29, See.) And 
what frequent seizures have been made of their effects, 
in almost all countries! How often have they been fleeced 
and fined by almost all governments ! How often have 
they been forced to redeem their lives with what was 
almost as dear as their lives — ^their treasures ! Instances 
are innumerable. We shall only cite an historian of our 
own," who says that Henry III. always polled the Jews 
at every low ebb of his fortunes. One Abtaliam, who 
was found delinquent, was forced to pay seven hundred 
marks for his redemption ; Aaron, another Jen. protested 
that the king had taken from him, at different times, thirty 
thousand marks of silver, besides two hundred marks of 
gold which he had presented to tlie Queen ; and in like 
manner he used many others of the Jews. And when 
they were banished in the reign of Edward I., their 
estates were confiscated, and immense sums thereby ac- 
crued to the crown. 

" Their sons and their daughters should be given unto 
another people" (verse 32). And in several countries, 
in Spain and Portugal particularly, their children have 
been taken from them, by order of the government, to 
be educated in the Popish religion. The fourth council 
of Toledo ordered that all their children should be taken 
from tliem, for fear they should partake of their errors, 
and that they sliould be shut up in monasteries, to be 
instructed in the Christian truths. And when they were 
banished from Portugal, " the king," says Mariana, 

■ Daniel, in Kennel, lol. I., page 179. 
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"ordered all their children under fourteen years of age 
to be taken from them and baptized : a practice not at ail 
juatiliable," adds tlie historian, " because none ought to 
be forced to become Christians, nor children to be taken 
from their parents,"" 

Whoever has but a moderate acquaintance with the 
history of the last seventeen hundred years, and with the 
former and present state of that people, cannot but be 
astonished at the wonderful accomplishment of these 
prophecies ; and though the Jews have suffered much 
from men who have taken the name of Christians, they 
have suffered in despite of the spirit of Christianity, 
which prescribes good will to all the sons of men. The 
predictions of revelation, with respect to the persecutions 
of the Jews, can no more justify the conduct of their 
persecutors, than its predictions with respect to our Sa* 
viour's sufferings can justify the conduct of his murderers. 
They who have been their unrelenting persecutors seem 
never to have thought of anything but the indulgence of 
their own passions and appetites, and consulted the 
honour of the prophecies juat as much as those who ful- 
filled the other, in the condemnation of the Holy One and 
the Just. 

In all Christian countries their condition is now greatly 
ameliorated, and they appear to be regarded generally 
with a spirit of increasing kindness and conciliation. In 
Asia and Airica, however, no change fur the better appears 
yet to have taken place. We shall here give the testi- 
niony of one who had the best opportunities of marking 
the state of the Jews in Asia, and whose penetration and 
integrity are unquestionable :■ — " The Jevts are scattered 
over the whole face of the East, and the fulfilment of the 
propheaet concerning them is far more evident in these 
regions than it is here among Christian nations." 

The last great punishment of the Jewish people was 
inflicted for their last great crime — their shedding the 
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blood of the aon of God I And this instance of Divine 
indignation has been exhibited to all nations, and all na- 
tions seem to have been employed, by the appointment 
of God, in inflicting the punishment. 

By express prophecy, ibe Jews were sentenced to 
become, " the scorn and reproach of all people," 
and "a proverb and hy-word among all nations." 
"Now, that their stubborn unbehef should be a re- 
proach to them amongst Christian nations here in 
the West, is not so strange ; that they should be it 
proverb and a by-word among those who had heard 
the prophecy concerning ihem is not so remarkable. 
But to have seen them (as I have seen them) in- 
sulted and persecuted by the ignorant nations of the 
East, in the very worda of prophecy ' trodden down of 
the heathen,' trodden down by a people who never 
heard the name of Christ ; who never heard that 
the Jews rejected Christ ; and who in fact punhhett 
the Jewt without knowing their crime ; thia, I say, hath 
me an awful completion of the Divine 



A late traveller into various countries of Africa has 
given a representation of the state of the Jews in the 
empire of Morocco, perfectly corresponding with the 
state of that people in Asia. He telle us that there are 
places which they dare not enter, unless tliey take off their 
sandals and come barefooted. However respectable any 
Jew may be for his possesaiona, he must address every 
Mussulman by the name of Seedy, or Signor, else he is in 
danger of being knocked down. All Jews are required 
to appear in such a dress as will at first sight distinguish 
them from all other human beings. f 

"They should become an astonishment, a proverb and 
a by-word amongall nations" (Deut., chap. xxviii.,v. 37). 
And do we not hear and see this pro[)hecy ftiliilled al- 
most every day ? Aie not the avarice, usury, and hard- 
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heartednesB of a Jew grown proverbial '! And are not 
their persons generally odious among all aoTts of people ? 
Mahammedaag, Heathens, and iiDiuind Christians, how- 
ever they may diaagtei! in oiher points, yet generally 
agree in vilifying, abusing, and persecuting the Jews. 
In moat places where theyaretolerated, they are obliged 
to live in a separate qnarter by themselves (as they did 
here in the Old Jewry), and to wear some badge of dis- 
tinction. Their very countenances distinguish them from 
the rest of mankind. They are in all respects treated as 
if they were of another species. And when a great mas- 
ter of nature would draw the portrait of a Jew, how de- 
testable a character hath he represented in the person of 
his Jew of Venice.' 

Finally, " Their plagues should be wonderful, even 
great plagues and of long continuance" (verse 59). And 
have not their plagues continued now these 1700 years? 
Their former captivities were very short in comparison, 
and GKekiel and Daniel prophesied in the land of the 
Chaldeans : but now they have no true prophet to fore- 
tell an end of their calamities ; they have only false 
Messiahs to delude them, and to aggravate their misfor- 
tunes. In their former captivities they had the com- 
fort of being conveyed to the same place, they dwelt to- 
gether in the land of Goshen, they were carried together 
to Babylon ; but now they are dispersed all over the 
face of the e&rth, What nation hath suffered so much 
and yet endured so long ? What nation hath subsisted 
as a distinct people in their own country, so long as these 
have done in their dispersion into ell countries t And 
what a standing miracle is thus exhibited to the view and 
observation of the whole world ! Here are instances of 
prophecies, prophecies delivered above tiiree thousand 
years ago, and yet, as we see, fulfllUng in the world at 
this very time. And what stronger proof can we desire 
of the Divine legation of Moses? How these instancem 
may affect others, I know not ; but for myself; I must 
acknowledge they not only convince, but amaze and 
astonish me beyond expression. They are truly i 
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The Bsme prophet also announces the preservation of 
the Jews in thetr dispersion, as a. separate people, and 
their future conversion to the Clirutian faith ; for Moses 
prophesied that the Lord their God would raise up lo 
them, of their brethren, another prophet who lik.e kim 
should be a lawgiver, to whom they should hearken. 
" And it shall come ta pass that whosoever will not 
hearken unto ray words which he shall speak in my name, 
I willrequire itofhim"(Deut., chap. Kviii.jV. 19). Their 
suiFerings, which were to be great, and of long continu- 
ance, were to end in mercy, and not in their destruction, -f 

Even some of our lAost hardened infidels have ac- 
knowledged that the argument from the history and pre- 
sent etate of the Jews was invincible, and not to be got 
over by the wit of man. J 

Though the prophecies of Moses constitute an illus- 
trious, they only form a small part of the predictions of 
the Old Testament. There are hundreds of others 
(Keith in his book alone proves the accomplishment of 
at least two hundred) which exhibit, by their complete 
Euifilment, a demonstration that its prophets were men of 
God, and their prophecies the words of God. Into 
these, our narrow limits will not permit us now to enter, 
norisit necessary to give an exposition of the doctrines of 
the Jewish religion as taught in the Old Testament,^ the 
unity of God — the necessity of an atonement— and the 
expectation of a Messiah, for with tiiem you are already 
suiHciently familiar. 

The Jews believe that after the commencement of 
their Messiah's reign, their religion wiil be embraced by 
the whole world. It is strange they cannot see that 
their religion never was designed to be universal ; and 

• Bishop Nawten't DiiaertatiDDE. Dissert. VII. ad fiuem. 

f See also Ifae Address on Ibe Propliecies fulfillmg si thiipreBeal 

I Lord Clieilerlield'B Observ»tioti to Lady Faniiy Shirley.— 
Life of Bishop Hare, by Mr. Jones, p. 332. 
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important ceremonies must, to ninety-nine parts of 
kind in the hundred, be altogether impracticable. Ac- 
cording to their ritual all sacrificea were unlawful but 
such as were offered up at Jerusalem ; and at three dif- 
ferent festivals in the year all the males were obliged to 
attend at Jerusalem. Institutions such as these can 
never be universally practised. And this conclusion of 
reason is further strengthened and confirmed by the tes- 
timony of their own prophets. " I gave them statutes 
that were not good, and judgments whereby they shall 
not live" (Ezek., chap, xx., v. '25). In the plainest 
manner its end is announced as determined and fixed* 
and a better and more glorious dispensation of religion is 
promised. " Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that 
I will make a new covenant with tike house of Israel, 
and with the house of Judah : not according to the 
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when 
I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt, but this shall be the covenant that 1 will make with 
the house of Israel ; After tlioae days, saith the Lord, I 
win put my law in their inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts, and will be tlieir God, and they shall be my 
people. And they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, know th& 
Lord, for they shall all know me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord, for I will for- 
give their iniquity, and will remember their sin no more" 
(Jeremiah, chap, xxxi,, verses 31, 32, 33, 34). Is not 
this confirmed, and is not the time when this new cove- 
nant was to come into operation clearly pointed out in our 
Saviour's reply to the woman of Samaria who wished to 
know the place where men ought to worship?^" Woman, 
believe me, the hour cometh when ye shall neither in 
this mountain nor yet at Jerusalem worslup the Father. 
Ye wocsliip ye know not what t we know what we wor- 
ship, for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, 
and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the 
Father in spirit and in truth : tor the Father seeketh 
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I to worship him. God is a spirit, and the; that 
worship Iiim must worship him in spirit and in truth. 
The woman saith unto him, I know that Messiah cometh, 
which is called Christ : when lie is come he will telt us 
all things. Jesus saith unto lier — / lliat apeak unto thee 
amke" (John, chap, iv., verses 20—26). 
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The Bicred Tolume diiided into two paits ; its contEata ^enerall; — 
The Gospel afSL&lBUbew; iUauibenCicity— LtfeofSt. MalU)ew 
— Written narraliiea of the life of Christ indispensable for the 
early Chriitiam— The ipeoial object whieh the evaiigeliit 
Matthew contempUted In writing hia Goapel — The time it was 
published— The Qospel of SL Mark: iu autheutioity— Who 
the evangelint wis— Why he wrote- The time at which Ma 
Goapel was published. 

The sacred volume ia divided into two parts, called lie 
Old TeaUment and the New Testament. The titles are 
derived from St. Paul's account of the Jewish and Chris- 
tian dispensations. In the third chapter of hia second 
epistle to the Corinthians he speaks of himself as " a 
minister of the New Testament," and of the Jew as 
having " a Tcil on his heart in reading the Old Testa- 
ment." From these expressions of flie Apostle, the 
Church in very early times applied the terms to thuae 
aacred writings which belong respectively to the two 
dispensations ; but it is hardly to be questioned that the 
English titles, the " Old Covenant " and the " New 
Covenant," would better express it, and such definitiun 
would agree more accurately with the things which are 
defined,* These consist of a number of distinct treatises, 
the work of several authors, who wrote at different times 
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and in different places, which in ancient times w 
gradually collected togetlier into one volume, from which. 
our present authorized version of the Bible was trans- 
cribed. To the more recently written portions of lhi» I 
volume — namely, the New Testament — we shall at pre. 
sent confine our attention. 

The title of the New Testament in the language ia ] 
which the Beieral books were originally written, is " E 
KAINE DIATHEKE," a designation implying that 
this volume contains the terms of the new covenant made 
between God and man, of which it has already been ob- 
served the more appropriate translation into tlie English 
tongue would be the Netc Covenant. Although when 
understood to indicate that mercies or gifts are presented 
therein for our acceptance before any conditions are re- 
quired from UH to whom they are bequeathed, the terra 
New Testament is sufSciently comprehensive and signi- 
ficant, as these blessings come only into the possession of 
the Christian through faith in the death of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. It consists of twenty -seven books 
written by eight authors. Five are historical, twenty- 
one doctrinal, and one prophetical. The first four book*, 
are biographical accounts of our Saviour's life, written by 
as many different individuals, called Evanoelists. They 
are especially called Gospels, an appellation derived 
from two Saxon words— jod, good, and apel, speech, or 
tidings — signifying "good news" or " tidings of great 
joy" (Luke, chap, ii., v. 10), the history of our Saviour 
being tlie best tidings ever promulgated to mankind. 
The fifth historical book is a narrative of some of the 
proceedings of our Lord's disciples, and of the progress 
of the Gospel, particularly under the ministry of the 
Apostle Paul, for a period of forty years after his resur- 
rection from the dead. Tlie twenty-one doctrinal and 
practical treatises are in the form of Epistles, or letters, 
written by five of our Saviour's apostles to different 
individuals, and to several communities of Christiani, 
denominated Churches, mostly explanatory of the doc- 
trines and duties taught and enjoined by our Lord J 



Christ, Tlie twenty-second treatise, called tlie Revela- 
tion of St. John, is a collection of prophecies, some of 
which have been fulfilled, and some are in progress of 
development. 

In giving a brief historical sketch of t!ie authors of the 
several treatises composing tlie New Testament, together 
with the object they respectively had in view in writing, 
and the tune at which they wrote, we shall take them in 
order as their books stand in our authorized cation, be- 
ginning with the Gospels. 

The Gospel of S(. Matthew. 

The first Gospel is attributed to St. Matthew on the 
authority of Papiaa, a disciple of St. John the Evangelist 
and a companion of the other apostles ( Papias ap. 
Euseb,, III., c. 39). He says ho had this fact from 
John the Presbyter, a disciple of our Saviour and also a 
companion of the apostles. This is further confirmed 
by Irenteus, a scholar of Polycarp, who was afiother dis- 
ciple of St. John, and familifuly conversant with the 
apostles. 

The Evangelist was a native of Galilee. He followed 
the occupation of a tax-gatherer {Mattliew, chap, ix., 
V. 9), attended our Saviour during the whole of his 
ministry, and was appointed an apostle by our Lord 
himself (Luke, chap, vi., v, 15), and continued wiih the 
rest of the apostles at Jerusalem until the day of Pen- 
tecost (Acts, chap, i., v. 13),* 

• The follovring ia the euirent biographical aketeh of Ihe Evau- 
gelist:— St. M«lh™,or Levi, wss the »on of Alpheua. Before his 
call lo the aposlleahip he was a puhlicmi or tui-coJIcctur in the 
employ of the RomaD govemniEDL This wai an oDicc of lery 
bad repute among the Jewe, psrtlj because of the coveloui exsc- 
tioDB of Iboie wbo were appointed to it, Bud parti; because it waa a 
proof of their being subject to a foreign power. Matlbew waa a 
custom- bouie- officer: and hii business consiated in coUeoting the 
duties on alt the merchsfidiae that came b; Ihs aea of UalJJee to 
Capemi.um, and tlie tribute payable by pasieneecs who travelled 
by water. This lacrative post he cheerfully relin(]uished for the 
iflke of Christ, on whom he bfc^ame a faithful attendant, and wM 



